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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
POINTS OF PRIDE 

SPRING-SUMMER 2019 
 
Student activities are an integral part of our educational program.  Co-curricular programs are not 
only a way for students to have fun, but also a valuable educational tool.  Activities provide an 
opportunity for all students to participate and help build community recognition and identity.   
Co-curricular activities are designed to instill school pride and teach life-long lessons.  They support 
the academic mission of the school district and promote citizenship and sportsmanship.  The activities 
program is a testing ground for the physical and emotional development of our young people.   

IT IS BETTER TO BUILD STRONG CHILDREN THAN TRY TO REPAIR ADULTS. 
 

For more information about Pottstown School District,  
visit our website at www.pottstownschools.org or call 610-323-6274. 

 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pottstown School District is proud of its past and confident of its future. 
Go to http://www.pottstownschools.org/AlumniPages.aspx and then click on any of the 
highlighted years. The yearbooks provide an engaging narrative into the proud history 
of Pottstown. One can go as far back as 1914 to see the interest and fashion of the 
day. Pottstown School District may be one of a few districts in the country to provide 
this unique feature as a way of sharing community pride in our schools. Pottstown High 
School has over 20,000 graduates who have gone on to distinguish themselves in 
every field of endeavor and given us reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. It is an 
honor to share this look back to younger days with our graduates. We are not posting 
our most recent yearbooks because the High School still has some hard copies for 
sale. Not every yearbook is posted. The missing years are listed on the website. 
If anyone is willing to lend us one for scanning, please contact John Armato at 
610-323-6271 / 484-256-7491 or jarmato@pottstownk12.org. 

http://www.pottstownschools.org/�
http://www.pottstownschools.org/AlumniPages.aspx�
mailto:jarmato@pottstownk12.org�
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BASEBALL 
 

Named to the Pioneer Athletic Conference  
First Team All-Division 

 Daulton Mullen 
 Josiah Wiggins 

 

Name to The Mercury All Area 
Honorable Mention Team 

 Daulton Mullen 
 Josiah Wiggins 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Pottstown High School Baseball players Josiah Wiggins and Jake Eagle, along 

with their coaches Geoff Thomas and Todd Endy, 
who were named to play and coach in the 
prestigious Carpenter Cup Event as members of the 
Chester County team.  Trojan Proud to see their 
hard work paying off and proud to be from 
Pottstown! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Josiah Wiggins Invited To Baseball Showcase – PHS student athlete Josiah Wiggins was one of 
only 150 baseball players from the seven state Mid Atlantic Region 
invited to take part in a baseball showcase held at Villanova 
University. College and professional coaches from across the country 
were in attendance. 
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Baseball Seniors: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeremy Adams 

Shane Duncan 

Daulton Mullen 

Todd Schadler 
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SOFTBALL 
 
Participation in co-curricular activities has long been a proving ground for developing lifelong 
character traits that can lead to success and happiness.  Please read what one mother observed after 
our girls’ softball game and you will know another reason we say Proud to be from Pottstown: 
 
“Pottstown girls’ softball got their first win tonight against Academy Park in Sharon Hill. While I was 
very proud of them and their 6-4 win, I was more proud of their compassion and kindness towards the 
other team.  Tonight was Academy Park’s senior night. (They honored our 3 seniors with flowers as 
well as their own seniors).  Our girls were understandably excited about the win, yet they were 
curiously quiet after the game.  When London came up to me after the game she said ‘we are waiting 
to cheer until we get on the bus so that they don’t feel bad, it would be rude.’  Our team has not won a 
game this season... they have a relatively new and inexperienced team with only a few seasoned 
players.  No one could have blamed them for cheering and being excited but instead, they had 
enough compassion and respect for the other team that they waited to celebrate so that Academy 
Park would not feel bad on their senior night.  I’m proud of their win but I’m even more proud of their 
consideration and great sportsmanship.  They sure are a class act.  #PottstownProud!” 
 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team 
 McKayla Hampton 

 
 
 
Softball Seniors: 
 London Aquino 
 McKayla Hampton 
 Mary Gery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pottstownproud?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG�
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GIRLS’ LACROSSE 
 
Playing with Trojan Pride helped to lift the Girls’ Lacrosse team to a 9-8 victory over Quakertown. 
Da'zah Reguster scored 4 goals to go along with 3 from Destri Roye and 1 each from Kaleigh Martin 
and Christina Butler.  Reilly Owens was strong in goal with 14 saves. Hard Work pays off!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Da'zah Regusters on scoring her 100th career goal in the Trojan Lacrosse 

Team's 10-7 victory over Upper Perkiomen.  The total 
team effort included three goals by Kaleigh Martin, 

two from Taylor Sundstrom, along 
with a goal and assist by Destri Roye.  
Reilly Owens turned in another 
strong game in goal with 17 saves.   
Da'zah's hard work has also paid off 
in the classroom. She has been 
accepted to the University of the 
District of Columbia, where she will 
study Biology and play Lacrosse. 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Da’zah Regusters for being named the winner of the 2019 
Yogi Strom Scholarship.  Da’zah was presented with a $500 scholarship 
from the Pottstown Chapter of PIAA Basketball Official.  She plans to study 
Biology and play Lacrosse at the University of the District of Columbia. 
 
 
 
 
Named to the Pioneer Athletic Conference First Team Frontier Division  
 Reilly Owens 
 Da’zah Regusters 

 
Named to the Pioneer Athletic Conference Second Team Frontier Division  
 Maryam Belgrave 
 Destri Roye 

 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team 
 Reilly Owens 
 Da’zah Regusters 
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Lacrosse Seniors:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maryam 
Belgrave 

Ariana 
Garcia 

Abigail 
Krause 

Reilly 
Owens 

Da’zah 
Regusters 

Taylor 
Sundstrom 
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BOYS’ TENNIS 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team 
 Brice Cole 
 Robbie Fleming 

 
 
Boys’ Tennis Senior: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Fleming 
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BOYS’ and GIRLS’ TRACK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boys and Girls Track Seniors 2019 
 
 
Trojan Proud of student athletes on our track team, they are finding their hard work pays off at 
weekend invitational meets.  The Boys Track team traveled to Lower Merion to compete in the Lower 
Merion Invitational.  Placing 5th in the 4 x 100 relay were GianKirk Kimmell, Jon Oister, Jahzeel 
Watson and Derrick Darden.  Robert Burruss placed 3rd in the hurdles and qualified for districts.  
Tahkeim Lowe placed 3rd in the 300 hurdles.  Jahzeel Watson placed 3rd in the high jump - qualified 
for districts and 4th in the triple jump.  Mitchell Aquino placed 2nd in the pole vault.  Jon Oister placed 
4th in the javelin.  Jesus Charriez captured 4th in the shot put.  Gold medal performance went to 
Darius Smallwood who won the 800 meter run! 
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Trojan Proud of the student athletes and coaches of the Boys and Girls Track teams. With their 96.5-
53.5 victory over Upper Perkiomen, the boys completed an undefeated sweep of the PAC Frontier 
Division with a 5-0 record. 

 Robert Burress earned a 1st place in the long jump, high hurdles and tied with teammate 
Jahzeel Watson for 1st in the high jump.  

 Demond Thompson won the intermediate hurdles and tied Watson in the 200 meter dash. 
 Darius Smallwood won both the 1,600 and 800 meter runs. 
 Jahzeel Watson also earned a 1st place in the triple jump. 

 
On the girls’ side, the Trojans came away with a 86-63 victory.  

 Amari Folly contributed 1st in the 300 and 100 hurdles along with a win in the javelin. 
 Naiasha Elliot-Moore was 1st in both discus and shot put. 
 Other 1st place honors were turned in by the 4X100 and 4X400 relay teams.  
 Zoe Earle high jump and Julianna Figureoa pole vault were top place winners.  
 First place efforts were also turned in by Aniya Hoskins, long jump, Hannah Shankle 1,600 

meters and Bryonna Chimbinjain 100 meter dash. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 -10- 

Perkiomen Valley Invitational Results:  
 
The girls’ team: 

 4x200 team of Kaylin Jarrett, Zoe Earle, Calista Daye, and Julianna Figueroa placed 2nd with 
a time of 1 minute and 55 seconds.  

 4x100 team of Bryonna Chimbinja, Calista Daye, Zoe Earle, and Aniya Hoskins placed 3rd 
with a personal record of 51.44 seconds. 

 Julianna Figueroa tied the school record in the Pole Vault with a jump of 8 feet and placed in 
the girls' novice javelin throw.  

 Aniya Hoskins placed 5th in the 100-meter hurdles and had a personal best in the long jump of 
13 feet 9 inches.  

 Ariel Hill had a personal best of 73 feet 6 inches in the discus throw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The boys’ team: 
 Darius Smallwood set a personal record and finished first in the 800 meter run with a time of 

2:00.  
 Robert Burruss was 2nd in the high jump and 5th in the 110 hurdles. 
 The novice team of Braylon Tinson, Jahzeel Watson, Robert Burruss and Markeill Johnson 

placed 3rd in the 4 x 200 meter relay.  
 4 x 400 relay team of Demond Thompson, Derek Darden, GianKirk Kimmell and Darius 

Smallwood ended a great day with fourth place medals.  
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Named to the Pioneer Athletic Conference First Team Frontier Division  
 Darius Smallwood 
 Jahzeel Watson 

 
Named to the Pioneer Athletic Conference Honorable Mention Team Frontier Division  
 Mitchell Aquino 
 Robert Burruss 
 Dereck Darden 
 Amari Folly 
 GianKirk Kimmell 
 Jonathan Oister 

 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team – Boys’ Track 
 Mitchell Aquino 
 Robert Burruss 
 Darius Smallwood 
 Jahzeel Watson 

 
Named to The Mercury All Area Second Team – Girls’ Track 
 Amari Folly 

 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team – Girls’ Track 
 Bryonna Chimbinja 
 Calista Daye 
 Zoe Earle 
 Niaisha Elliot-Moore 
 Julianna Figueroa 
 Ariel Hill 
 Aniya Hoskins 
 Naomi Parson 

 
 
 

PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE ALL ACADEMIC TEAM 
 Baseball  - David Hicks 
 Lacrosse  - Taylor Sundstrom 
 Softball  - Mary Gery 
 Boys’ Tennis - Kishan Patel 
 Boys’ Track - Darius Smallwood 
 Girls’ Track - Julianna Figueroa 

 
 

PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE CITIZEN ATHLETE AWARD 
 Kennedy Cole - Softball 
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FOOTBALL 
 
Congratulations to Destyn Snyder on his nomination for the 2019 Triangle Club of Montgomery 
County, Dannehower Scholarship Award.  The award is considered one of the most prestigious 
acknowledgements of excellence in academics, 
athletics and citizenship in Montgomery County. 
Destyn is an outstanding representative of our 
school and community.  He has distinguished 
himself in the classroom, on the athletic front as a 
three sport athlete (football, wrestling and track), as 
an award winning member of DECA, and as a 
citizen committed to improving our community.  
Destyn is a true leader by word and deed, who 
serves as a role model for his peers.  He gives 
positive support to teammates and values the good 
of the whole above self.  Destyn will be continuing 
his education at Ursinus College next year.  He is 
proof that hard work does pay off.  Thanks for 
giving us another reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 
 

 
 
Congratulations Nehemiah Figueroa and Destyn 
Snyder on being selected to play in the PAC 
Football Annual Senior Bowl.  Trojan Proud to see 
your hard work pay off and for giving us another 
reason to say “Proud to be from Pottstown.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Nehemiah Figueroa and 
Destyn Snyder for helping to lead team Freedom 
to a 21-20 victory over team Independence at the 
PAC Senior Bowl.  Also Trojan Proud of 
underclassmen Josiah Wiggins, Jon Jon Oister, 
Ezra Figueroa, and Jorge Mundo for taking part in 
the underclassmen events at the game. 
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MUSIC 
 
Trojan Proud of Pottstown High School Jazz Band members David Hicks and Chloe Hebert for their 
Outstanding Soloist awards at the 1st 
Annual Doc Mulligan Get JazzEd 
Festival held at Reading Area 
Community College Miller Center 
Auditorium.  The band competed 
against 7 area schools including:  
Governor Mifflin, The Hill School, 
Reading, Tulpehocken, Manheim 
Township and Wilson West Lawn. As 
always the Jazz Band gave us reason 
to say Proud to be from Pottstown.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRESTLING 
 
Trojan Proud of high school wrestlers Mia Bumbarger, Julianna Figueroa, and Demond Thompson 
whose hard work both on the mat and in the classroom has paid off.  The three were named to the 
National Coaches & Marine Corps Scholar All American Team.  Academics plus athletics equals 
excellence. 
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STAFF 
 

In Our Schools:  Ginger Angelo-DeRenzo 
Sixth grade math and science teacher at Pottstown Middle School  

In Our Schools is a weekly feature spotlighting teachers and administrators  
educating students in Berks and Tri-County schools. 

 
I grew up in:  Boyertown 
 
Family:  Husband, Gary; children, Alee, Nick, Joe and Ryan.  
 
Education:  Boyertown High School; West Chester University, 
bachelor's in education; Walden University, master's in 
education. 
 
How I spend my free time:  Gardening, running, spin class, 
spending time with family and friends, spending time at the 
beach, traveling, Sunday night dinners at my parents. 
 
Teacher who inspired me:  Mr. Doug Deysher, my middle school lacrosse coach, inspired me because he saw my 
potential when I did not. He was demanding, loud and not satisfied with mediocrity. His expectations made me work 
hard and persevere. Ironically, I have incorporated many of those same expectations with my students. They may not 
respond immediately, but I continue to challenge them and guide them to be the best versions of themselves. Just as 
Mr. Deysher did for me. 
 
As a math and science teacher, the lesson I enjoy teaching most is:  The lesson I enjoy teaching the most with my 
students is about soil. We learn about the components of each soil horizon. To get a better understanding of the 
importance of decomposers in the A horizon, we set up a worm farm in our classroom. We use scraps from the 
cafeteria to feed the worms and watch them create rich fertile soil. We use the topsoil the worms create to plant seeds 
in the spring. Those plants are then transplanted into the science courtyard. 
 
Funniest classroom moment:  Every year as a culmination to our Environmental Science Club, we take 35-45 
students camping for two nights and three days. Numerous events happen here that are comical as well as rewarding. 
Humorous events include: 
1. Watching students attempt to roll their sleeping bags at the end of our stay and stuff them back into the bags they 
came in. Students can be observed dragging their unrolled bags up the hill and dropping random clothing behind them. 
2. Telling students they must take a shower and getting a response, “I already took one this week.” 
3. Telling students there are sassafras trees in the woods and they thought you said Sasquatch lived in the woods. 
 
If I weren't an educator, I'd be:  I would own my own flower shop. I have always had a passion for flowers and would 
like to share with others the same joy they bring me. 
 
You might not know:  I delivered mail. My father worked as a rural mail carrier and my brothers and I had the 
privilege of working for him on nights and weekends transporting and delivering mail when we were in high school and 
college. There were many laughs and even tears about the dents and scratches that appeared on my dad's truck. It 
takes great skill to steer from the passenger side of the truck, get close enough to the mailbox to open it and deposit 
the mail without hitting anything or getting hit by anything else. 

https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/in-our-schools-ginger-angelo-derenzo�
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Congratulations to high school teacher Mr. Dave Woodley on being featured in the  
Reading Eagle's In Our School page.  Dave is a homegrown PHS grad who spends many hours in 

and out of school giving back to the community and making a difference in the lives of many by 
supporting a number of worthy causes including cancer research.  

As mentor/sponsor of the Trojan Man Club, he is the acknowledged leader of the Trojan Nation. 
 
 

I grew up in:  Pottstown, and 
reside there now. 
 
Family:  Father, Paul; mother, 
Diane. 
 
Education:  Pottstown High 
School, Montgomery County 
Community College and East 
Stroudsburg University. 
 
How I spend my free time:  
Working out, running, winning 
escape rooms, sporting events, 
traveling, video games and 
reading. 
 
Teacher who inspired me:  Mr. Drew Dangler and Mr. Jeff Delaney. 
 
Funniest classroom moment:  Whenever my voice cracks in the middle of class like I am a teenager all 
over again, and it happens daily! 
 
If I weren't an educator, I'd be:  A non-profit worker. I enjoy working with many different charities, from 
St. Jude to Mascots for a Cure and Connor's Cure, so I would probably do something with nonprofit 
cancer research if I wasn't in a classroom. 
 
Explain the Trojan Man mascot program:  The Trojan Man program is essentially a mentor program, 
where the students also perform as Trojan Man at different school, sporting and community events. There 
are 22 students who were hand-selected to be a part of the program based on their academics, behavior 
and outgoing personalities. Along with being Trojan Man, the students also participate in fundraising 
activities throughout the year, including our annual toy drive for local organizations and our work with 
Mascots for a Cure, which works to raise funds and awareness for childhood cancer. The most rewarding 
part of this program is seeing the growth in each of them as individuals outside of the suit. Many of the 
students are with me in the program for four years, and you can see the growth in their mindset and 
leadership abilities over the course of the high school career. It is a good feeling when you can see that 
you made a difference in their lives the same way they made a difference in yours. Together, we are 
making the world a better place — one Trojan Man at a time! 
 
You might not know:  I played the drums in high school, and in my senior year, we won the 
“Best Drumline” award at Boyertown (cavalcade) when no one expected it. 

https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/in-our-schools-dave-woodley-pottstown-high-school�
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The 2019 PHS Troiad yearbook dedication honors an outstanding classroom educator,  

coach, mentor and person, Mr. Andy Bachman. 
 

Mr. Andrew Bachman grew up in Northeast Philadelphia and now lives in Upper Salford 
Township with his wife, Tina and their two sons, Ryan, 14, and Riley, 11. His education 
began at Rhawnhurst School in Philadelphia, where he later moved into Our Saviour 
Christian School for 7th and 8th grade. He then went to Northeast High School also in 
Philadelphia. After graduation Mr. Bachman attended Millersville University where he 
received his Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics. He then earned his Master’s in Education at 
Gratz College. As a young boy, Andy played soccer and basketball as well as being involved 
in Boy Scouts. Growing up, Andy and his family would take vacations to different camp 
grounds in various states along the East Coast. They spent a lot of time camping around 
Lancaster and near Millersville. They spent a week each year in Cherrystone Campground on 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia, fishing and crabbing. In high school he wrestled for Northeast 
HS and continued wrestling at Millersville University. He was also a goalie for the Men’s 
Intramural Lacrosse Team. Later, Andy trained in various martial arts including SOMBO, 
Judo, Taekwondo, and Krav Maga. He also enjoyed rappelling at Chickies Rock in Lancaster 

County. This training led to opportunities to travel to Caracas, Venezuela and compete against the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, 
Mongolia, Israel, Japan, China and Britain. Andy has been involved with the Boy Scouts not only as a young boy but also 
with his two sons where he served as Den Leader and Cubmaster and currently a Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 16.  
 
Mr. Bachman has mentored many young athletes having been a SOMBO instructor, Judo instructor at the Pottstown Judo 
Club as well as a coach of PMS Wrestling, PHS Varsity Field Hockey Coach and Varsity Girl’s Lacrosse Coach. In 2000, he 
was also named ESPN Coach of the Week for Pottstown High, Girl’s Lacrosse.  
 
Mr. Bachman wanted to be a teacher because he had a knack for explaining a concept in a way that was unique from how 
others would explain it. He chose to be a math teacher because he liked math, specifically geometry. He started his 
teaching career at Simon Gratz High School in Philadelphia. While teaching at Simon Gratz, Pottstown School District 
Superintendent Dr. Frank Heifer was at Simon Gratz to observe the program that Mr. Bachman was teaching.  He and Dr. 
Heifer began talking and eventually realized that they both had a love of Martial Arts.  Dr. Heifer happened to be the founder 
of the Pottstown Judo Club. He asked Mr. Bachman if he wanted to come to work in Pottstown. He DID come for an 
interview and was hired to teach math at the High School.  
 
Mr. Bachman was named Teacher of the Year for the Pottstown School District and became a runner up for the 
Pennsylvania Teacher of the year. Later in his career he left the classroom to become a teacher mentor and instructional 
coach helping teachers find and implement ways of improving instruction. He later returned to the classroom teaching Math 
and has since transitioned to the Engineering Teacher of a program he has built from the ground up. He has helped 
numerous students navigate the post-secondary process both as a coach sending films and contacting colleges as well as a 
CTE teacher helping students get internships and jobs at Exelon as well as other places.  
 
Most recently, Mr. Bachman helped Shane Duncan and Asgar Ali earn a DOW scholarship so they could travel to Ecuador. 
They arrived in Quito, the capitol city of Ecuador and spent the day 
touring the city. The following day they made the 8 hour journey into 
the Amazon to the village where they helped build a kitchen for the 
village school. In the upcoming school year, he has helped two more 
students earn another scholarship and will be traveling with then to 
Kenya Africa on his next humanitarian adventure. 
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKJVRLGGgjMpqTBfkQxqHHqgXsrRLMclRfQrZPKHrdPZMjZTJNVZLFNcZgBKsPKTCScB?projector=1�
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Former Pottstown Superintendent Dr. Ray E. Feick showed he still has the strength that helped him 
hold the position of Superintendent for 21 years.  He competed in the USA Track and Field Masters 
Championships, where he placed 1st in the shot put, 12 pound weight throw and the 25 pound weight 
throw.  In January he was named the USA Track and Field Mid-Atlantic Masters Male Athlete of the 
Year.  At the age of 87 he is still flexing his muscles and proving hard work pays off.  Trojan Proud! 
 
Pottstown School Board member Raymond Rose decided to run in 
the Garden Spot Half Marathon and he had his son Will by his side 
the entire 12.1 miles.  Their personal best time of 2:35 earned them a 
Road Apple Award at the finish line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pottstown activist Laura Johnson spoke for Pottstown and told legislators, "It's time to make clear that 

children in districts like Pottstown are every bit as 
deserving of a great education as their peers across the 
state."   
Read the whole story. 
 
Over 150 Pottstown citizens joined with over a 1,000 
people from across the state to tell state legislators the 
time to fairly and equitably found public education is 
NOW. Trojan Proud of the Pottstown group which 
included members of all ages, races, cultures, faiths, 
organizations, and members of school board and 
borough council.  

 
Read Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog to see and hear how the people of Pottstown are 
standing together for our children; 
 
 
Trojan proud of Franklin Elementary autistic support teacher, 
Tamara Gundersen, who just returned from a three day 
animal rescue mission in northern Thailand.  Working at a 
park for elephants that have been saved from riding camps 
and illegal logging companies, she helped to care for their 
health and feeding.  Tamara also spent time walking some 
of the over 550 dogs at the park that have been rescued 
from being sold for meat in China and Vietnam.  Tamara, 
thanks for making a difference and showing your Pottstown 
pride! 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/pottstown-packs-punch-at-fair-funding-rally-in-harrisburg/article_88223282-8e0e-11e9-ab0c-8bb807b6f8f4.html?fbclid=IwAR1qbUa-6LQ0q6Bb0N0csxcnF5f-kJ-2uvFlPDp-4xHqEypGc7aa5ogSVaQ�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/06/pottstown-packs-punch-at-fair-funding.html�
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HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Pottstown High School students Andrew Green, Kishan Patel, and Madison Carberry were put to the 
test and all proved their 
academic and speaking talents 
at the Rotary Speaking Contest.  
Held by the local chapter of 
Rotary, students were asked to 
take a position on a social issue 
by applying the Rotary 4 Way 
Test.  

1. Is it the truth?  
2. Is it fair to all concerned?  
3. Will it build goodwill and 

better friendships?  
4. Will it be beneficial to all?  

 
Andrew Green  

was the overall winner, placing 
first with his analysis of the 
Electoral College.  He will 
represent Pottstown at the 
District competition held at 

Ursinus College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kishan Patel  
examined the claims by power 

companies about climate 
change. 

Madison Carberry  
put the issue of polygamy to the 

4 way test. 
 

 
High school teachers Diane Fox and Diane Shoffstall were the team’s sponsors and gave guidance 
and support to the speakers.  Trojan Proud our students were put to the test and they passed with 
high honors. 
 
Trojan Proud of Pottstown High School student Andrew Green for earning top honors in the Rotary 

District Speech Contest.  Competing with students from high 
schools in Montgomery County he showed his critical thinking and 
speech skills in applying the Rotary 4 Way Test to the topic of 
"The Electoral College".  Andrew will now represent Pottstown at 
the Regional Finals in Allentown, where he will be competing 
against students from Berks, Bucks, Leigh and Carbon counties. 
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Hard Work Pays Off For PHS SENIORS 

PHS seniors got a small taste of what it means when we say “Hard Work Pays Off.”  There were a lot 
of happy faces at Senior Award Night, where almost $70,000 in cash awards were presented for 
outstanding achievement in academics, citizenship and participation in co-curricular activities.  
Thanks to all the parents and family members who have supported and encouraged students to set 
high goals and work hard.  Educators shared this time of joy with students knowing they helped to set 
the foundation for future leaders and given us more reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
A special thanks to all the individuals and organizations that donated awards.  Best wishes to seniors 
as they take the next step on the road to future success. 
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Thank you to the Pottstown Elks Lodge #814 for the real life workplace opportunity our culinary 
students had to demonstrate their skills. Students 
volunteered during the annual charity ball 
assisting in the kitchen as well as serving the 
meal.  Your $500 donation will be used to support 
student learning opportunities.  Thanks for giving 
us another reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Pottstown High School 
student Amanda Endy who received the 

Prudential Spirit of Community Award! 
 

Read all about it in Mr. Evan Brandt's 
Digital Notebook Blog. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trojan Proud of PHS Senior Mary Gery for being honored by the Manatawny Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution with their Good Citizen Award.  This award recognizes 
students who are dependable, involved in community service, have leadership qualities, and 
patriotism. Mary is motivated to be successful. She is highly involved with her church and has 
attended many mission trips. She has been a member of the cross country and softball teams. 
Mary excels in the classroom and is member of National Honor Society. She is one of the founders of 

the debate club, and the Senior Class Secretary. 
Recently she served as Master of Ceremonies for 

the high school Mr. Pottstown 
Contest. Mary embodies the 
qualities of a good citizen and 
is a role model for future 
leaders. Next year, Mary will 
be attending King's College 
enrolled in the Physician's 
Assistant and Honor's 
Programs.  Thanks for giving 
us another reason to say 
Proud to be from Pottstown.  

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/05/pottstown-high-student-gets.html�
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Congratulations to Emily Weber on her selection as a nominee for the YWCA Exceptional Girls 
Award. From Girl Scouts to church to high 
school music programs to DECA, all that Emily 
does gives us reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. She is a hardworking, caring member 
of our community who serves as an inspiration to 
other young girls. Her determination and talent 
shine through in all that she does. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pottstown High school student Destiny Williams is a nominee for the YWCA Exceptional Girls 
Award.  She is outstanding representative of 
our school and community. She gives us 
another reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Chloe Hebert on her nomination to the YWCA Tribute to Exceptional Girls.  

Chloe is a considerate, kind, and caring young 
women who juggles jazz band, marching band, 
deck hockey, Interact Club, Student 
Government, and schoolwork! 
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With the weather providing a warm sunny weekend for the first time in months you would think that 
high school students would be out enjoying recreational activities.  The cadets of Pottstown High 
School's Air Force JROTC Unit PA 951 chose instead to spend their Saturday morning cleaning and 
landscaping the Veterans memorial island at Manatawny Park.  Lead by their unit commander Col. 
James Porter they cleaned and landscaped the memorial areas in preparation for Memorial Day 
activities.  Cadets spent Sunday honoring the memory of members of the military who sacrificed their 
lives to protect our freedoms.  Members of the unit walked 14 miles on the high school stadium track 
in honor of the thousands of lives lost in WWII during the Bataan Death March.  U.S. and Filipino 
prisoners of war were forced to march to a prison camp.  The march was characterized by severe 
physical abuse and wanton killings, it was later judged by the Allied Military Commission as a war 
crime.   
“The cadets of PA951 are 
preparing themselves to 
become our future 
leaders and as such have 
made a commitment to 
serve our community and 
honor the sacrifices of 
those who have come 
before them,” said Col. 
Porter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/05/pottstown-rotc-students-understand.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/05/pottstown-rotc-students-understand.html�
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Thanks to a partnership with Carlisle Interconnect Technologies 20 Pottstown High School students 
in Mr. Andy Bachman's Engineering class had a yearlong shadowing experience and learned about 
the world of manufacturing.  Students were paired with CIT staff who served as a resource and 
mentor over the yearlong program.  CIT staff paid a visit to tour the high school engineering program 
and learn how PHS is helping to prepare the next generation for the technology work force. 
CTI awarded certificates of achievement to students who completed the program.   
 
Susan Chambers, HR Director of CIT, said, “Hard to believe just a 
year ago we had a vision of exposing students to careers in the STEM 
arena and we began our partnership with the Pottstown High 
Engineering Technology program.  Our pilot year for the job shadow 
has been a huge success. Thanks to Mr. Bachman who played a 
major role in making this project a success.  His students are 
fortunate to have a teacher with so much energy and desire to make a 
difference in students’ lives.” 
 
“CIT's commitment to our students and helping to build the technology 
workforce is an investment in the future,” said Bachman.  
 
Carlisle Interconnect Technologies (CarlisleIT) is a division of Carlisle Companies Inc., a diversified 
global company with a portfolio of businesses focused on the manufacture and distribution of highly 
engineered products for both original equipment and aftermarket channels.  From energy to 
aerospace, healthcare to transportation, CarlisleIT delivers. 

Leveraging the Carlisle Operating System (COS) and its focus on entrepreneurial spirit and 
continuous improvement, Carlisle's worldwide team of employees generated $3.7 billion in net sales 
in 2016.  Learn more about the 100-year history of The Carlisle Companies. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.carlisle.com/home/default.aspx�
https://www.carlisle.com/our-history/default.aspx�
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NHS Supports Cancer Research 
If you are a teenager, what do you do on a beautiful weekend in June to kick off the start of summer?  
If you are a member of Pottstown High School National Honor Society, you join your friends and 
spend 12 hours walking in the Relay For Life fundraiser to support cancer research.  Trojan Proud of 
our students and NHS sponsor Mrs. Jennifer Mohr for their leadership and commitment to wanting to 
make a difference.  High school principal Mrs. Danielle McCoy said it best in describing our students, 
"They demonstrate a spark of change in present culture.  They care about the environment and their 
community.  They volunteer in large numbers to make a difference in their town and in our society." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/06/national-honor-society-does-walk-of-life.html�
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The Class of 2019 returned to their elementary school one last time.  It was a big day for PHS 
seniors. They tried on their caps and gowns and then paid a visit to their elementary school to walk 
the halls one last time.  They received a lot of high 5's and smiles along with a few tears.  Elementary 
students displayed good luck signs and teachers shared some throw back pictures of the Class of 
2019 when they were 3rd graders. It was a Trojan Proud day!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/JohnJarmato/status/1136302268607868928�


 -34- 

Thanks to Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog, you read what  
Valedictorian, Will Minnick and Salutatorian Asgar Ali have to say about  

the pride, dreams and potential of the class of 2019! 
 

Pottstown High School's 2019 Valedictorian 
Will Minnick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pottstown High School's 2019 Salutatorian 
Asgar Ali 

 

 
 
 

Thanks to The Sanatoga Post for sharing the joy and excitement from the  
Class of 2019 Commencement! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/06/pottstown-high-school-graduation.html�
http://sanatogapost.com/2019/06/09/pottstown-graduation-excitement-gym/�


 -35- 

SENIOR CLASS OF 2019 
 
For the 139th year Pottstown High School said farewell to our graduates.  This year's class of 160 
grads adds to the list of over 20,040 PHS Trojans who have gone on to distinguish themselves in 
every field of endeavors.  They become part of our proud past and give us reason to be confident 
about the future.  Congratulations to them and thanks to teachers, staff, administration, school board, 
parents, family and community who has played a role in shaping their future.   

You are all reason to say “Proud to be from Pottstown.”   
No matter where the journey of life takes them - Once a Trojan, a Trojan Forever! 

 
Class of 2019 Information 

• Class of 160 students  
o Number of girls – 88 
o Number of boys – 72 

 
• Number of students who started and completed all of their education in 

Pottstown – 105 
 

• Post High School Plans: 
o Continuing Education: 
 4 year college/university - 60 
 2 year college/university - 21 

o Armed Services – 3 
o Work World – 53 
o Trade/Tech School/Other (homemaker, unemployed, unknown, 

etc.) – 23 
 

• Scholarships/Awards – total value for senior class - $1,075,016 
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2019 POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PLANS 
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PHS Student Earns Leadership Honors 
 
PHS rising senior Logan Ruyak was recognized at the 
Pottstown Rotary week-long leadership camp. Camp NEIDIG 
hosted 150 outstanding student leaders from schools in 
southeast Pennsylvania. Logan, who is the President of the 
PHS Interact Club, along with classmate Aaliyah Bray 
represented Pottstown High School.  Ruyak was selected to 
receive the Outstanding Camper Award. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dave Woodley and the Trojan Men (Jon Oister and Will Minnick) took to the trail at Riverfront to 
support Worldhopeinc.com as they continue to support the Pokot Village in Kenya!  Through this 5K, 
World Hope Inc provides clean drinking water 
and other necessary items to maintain stable, 
healthy living!  It was a great showing for 
#TeamTrojanMan with a new personal best for 
Jon Oister, who was the first person to cross 
the finish line with a time of 23:12. Jon is the 
first Trojan Man to be the first ever overall 
winner of a 5K!  Trojan Man Will Minnick took 
first in his age group in his first 5K with 
#TeamTrojanMan!  Lastly, with two blisters on 
his right foot and one on his left, Dave Woodley 
took first in his age group!  Unofficially, for the 
third year in a row, the #TeamTrojanMan 5K 
team was the first team to have all their 
members cross the finish line. 
 
 

 

http://worldhopeinc.com/�
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Trojans’ Mission to Kenya Update 
 
Pottstown High School Engineering teacher Mr. Andy Bachman and two of his students, juniors Jacob Eames and David 

Hicks, are putting the district's saying, Building a Better Tomorrow to a real test. They are on 
their way to the country of Kenya in East Africa as part of the DOW/WE Are Innovators 
Scholarship Program. The program gives students the opportunity to identify, innovate and 
develop solutions to the world's most pressing issues. While there they will help take on the 
challenges of access to healthy food and clean drinking water.  Bachman said, “I am proud 
of our students who want to use their STEM skills (science, technology, engineering and 
math) to help improve the quality of life for people in need and develop sustainable solutions 
for world issues.” 
 
We have finally arrived at our mobile camp in the Masai Mara - our home for the trip! 
Saturday was a day of multiple arrivals from the airport as we welcomed folks from all 

corners of the globe from Algeria, Mexico, Egypt, Thailand and the United States of America. Sunday morning we all woke 
up for an early breakfast with our new friends that our amazing chefs; Helen and Charles cooked for us. We can all foresee 
an amazing time ahead of us already. 
 
After breakfast we had a short presentation on WE 
where we had the chance to learn more about our 
Facilitators; Feker and Christina before starting our six 
hour journey to the Maasai Mara. Along the way we 
stopped at the view point overlooking the Rift Valley 
and took our first group photo! We learned that the 
Valley stretches from Lebanon to Mozambique. Also, 
we are here during the great migration and hopefully 
we will get to see more wildebeest during our Safari 
later this week. Driving down into the valley to make 
our way to the Mwangaza community, we had a teaser 
of what the safari experience will be like as we encountered zebras, baboons, gazelles, and hyrax.  
 
We met our Masai Warriors; Richard and Felix who will be our guides during the trip and teach us Swahili, Maa (their 
mother tongue), about the culture and customs. Upon arrival to the community we were welcomed from our camp staff with 
singing and dancing. We had the opportunity to settle into our tents and enjoy our first dinner here - Yum! We celebrated 
one of our friends from the Unites States Birthday today with cake and a fun cake cutting song. After dinner, we created our 
community code and went over what our week will look like. 
 
We went to an open market today as "families" with different scenarios and had 1000 shillings ($10 USD). We had to save 
250 and then buy various supplies for our scenarios. Also, we had to buy food for 7 days. We used our Swahili and 
bargaining skills. We then returned to camp and made menus, had our menus critiqued by the guides and then discussed 

the reality of the meals not being sufficient to sustain individuals through school or farming duties. 
Powerful!!! 
 
On Saturday, we helped construct the foundation for the 
WE College Engineering Building. Afterwards we posed 
for a picture with Craig Keilburger, the co-founder of 
WE.org.  
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Happy to report our Trojan Mission Team of PHS teacher Mr. Andy Bachman along with students Jacob Eames and David 
Hicks have returned safely from their mission trip to Kenya, where they helped to improve the living conditions of families in 
a small village.  Back less than 24 hours and David Hicks, who is a member of both the football team and the marching 

band, could be found in the Trojan weight room preparing for the upcoming season.  Hard work 
pays off and proud to be from Pottstown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Everyone is back home and have many stories to share about their experience helping to improve living conditions for members of a village in 
Kenya. See the note we received from the Dow Innovators, sponsors of the program.  Jambo Loved ones!  
  
We are so excited to fill you in on our last few updates, from here forward we are going to get to show you pictures and add all our little details for our 
Maasai Mara adventures.  
  

Friday morning we started our day at our final build at the Mwangaza kitchen. We organized and worked hard to 
get as much as we could done. By the end of the build we are all confident in the foundation of the contributed 
too. Hopefully one day in the future we will be able to see what Mwangaza school grows into. In the afternoon 
we went back to the school to say our final goodbyes. Already feeling emotional we were met by students who 
organized a goofy ceremony filled with singing, dancing, and poetry. Following the ceremony we played some 
soccer, netball, hang man, and a new version of duck duck goose. Our afternoon with the community was filled 
with love and we appreciate our fortune to have been greeted with so much love these past few days at 
Mwangaza community.  
  
Our day ended with weapons training!!! Richard and Felix showed us some traditional Maasai weapons and we 
took to a challenge with Conga throwing and the bows and arrows. The day ended as we walked back to camp 

looking at the sun sneaking behind the rain clouds, that creeped over the hills. After dinner Richard and Felix continued to share parts of their culture 
by the camp fire. They answered our questions and were vulnerable with such amazing story telling.  
  
Saturday morning we were awake before the sun as it was Safari day!!! At 4am we were awaken by Christina and Feker at the sound of the “In the 

jungle, the Mighty Jungle” song and made our way out to 5am we were on our way. It was a day filled with lions, 
cheetahs, wildebeest, warthogs, hyenas, giraffes, and so much more. Our vehicles were filled with laughter and 
wonder as we shared this amazing day together. It was the longest day we shared together so far and it ended 
with dancing and more laughter. Over 12 hours awake and together and we still had stuff to laugh about.  
  
Sunday morning started with an activity on “design thinking”. We spent the morning actively thinking how 
empathy and communication are key to the effective sustainable application of our innovations. By 10am we 
were back at the build site, but this time we were at WE College with our other Dow group. The engineering 
faculty building was under construction and we got to make our contributions. On our way back to camp we got 
a fast tour of the history of the college and were surprised by a pop up visit from Craig Kielburger (one of the 
founders of the WE movement). We introduced ourselves and got a few pictures before he returned to his work 
and we parted ways with some of our own who headed back to Nairobi for an early flight Monday afternoon.  

  
Then we had our final drive back to camp. Monday morning we would depart from camp and not return. It was an emotional ride for many of us. 
Sunday night we ended our final night together telling our funniest stories over dinner (we have a lot of them so be sure to ask us when we get back 
home!!). It was a night of reminiscing on our amazing opportunity. We all learned so much from each other these past few days. As darkness filled 
the sky we ended our day laying in the grass watching the stars as we shared our last stories. It was a day of embracing the amazing atmosphere 
our camp staff, Maasai guides, facilitators and we created for ourselves.   Thanks for keeping up with our adventure. When we get back we will have 
so many more stories to share with you.  
  
With love, The Dow Innovators, Feker, Christina, Richard and Felix 
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PHS Junior, Julianna Figueroa is spending part of her summer along with 60 other outstanding young women exploring 
science and developing leadership skills at the Exelon STEM Innovation and Leadership 
Academy.  The academy is designed to help increase their awareness of STEM education and 
careers and provide them with a chance to meet their peers who have similar interests. It is a 

week-long, overnight program held at Drexel University and features fun 
STEM related field trips, hands-on activities, and opportunities to learn 
about STEM work and career paths from keynote speakers including 
female leaders from PECO, Exelon, and other companies and 
organizations in the Greater Philadelphia region. 
 
 
 

 
Pottstown High School Senior Zachary Beekley was nominated by teacher Andy Bachman to attend the Envision National 
Youth Leadership Forum for Engineering. This 8-
day Envision program was held at Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta Georgia. It provided hands-on experience 
with math and science skills that can be applied to the real world 
of Engineering. The Beekley Report is a review of the week's 
activities in Zach's own words.  
 

THE BEEKLEY REPORT: From July 7 to July 14, about 200 other teenagers and I attended the Envision 
Experience NYLF Engineering program at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta to learn more 
about the engineering design process, different fields of engineering, and to experience what college life 
may be like. We spent about 10 hours in a classroom each day learning about the steps in the 
engineering design process and learning about our capstone project. The goal of our project was to 
design a water system for a small community in a third-world country. My team was assigned Banlung, 
which is also sometimes called Krong Ban Lung, in Cambodia. We designed a system to pump water 
from a nearby volcanic crater lake, Yeak Laom Lake, into a water tower, which used gravity to distribute 
the water throughout the community of about 17,000 people. Yeak Laom Lake was chosen because it is 
the largest and cleanest source of water near the village. Our water system also included a sewage 
system to pump the used water from the community back into the lake after it was cleaned. The pumps 
are all powered by an array of solar panels which provide more than enough energy for each pump. My team also had to find the total 
cost of our system, which was about $400,000. Each day we had a daily intro and we had keynote speakers including a woman who 
works with nanotechnology, a woman who helped create a program to identify objects on the Amazon app, and the lead of Georgia 
Tech’s admission office. We also worked with basic electronics wiring, Arduino boards, and basic coding to control an IR remote 
controlled helicopter. We also took a tour of the Georgia Tech campus. We were given a "Behind the Seas" tour at the Georgia 
Aquarium, which showed us the processes behind the scenes for the aquarium to function. 
Throughout the trip, I learned more about the engineering design process, which fields of 
engineering I enjoy and might consider for a career, what college life may be like, and what I 
need to be a good applicant for a college I wish to attend. I will have a great story to tell at 
the start of school when a teacher asks me what I did during the summer. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Trojan Proud!  Over 300 young men in grades 2-6 enjoyed a mother and son moment at a dance 
held at the Pottstown Middle School.  The second annual event was sponsored by the school board 
Community Relations Committee, headed by board member Katina Bearden.  Sons escorted their 
mothers on the Red Carpet walk and enjoyed many photo opportunities that will bring lifelong 
memories.  Both mothers and sons gave a display of dancing skills from line dancing to the twist. 
See a gallery of photos at the bottom of our district website home page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Pottstown Middle School 5th grade student 
Iyell Beneditch  

for being honored by the YWCA as one of their Exceptional Girls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pottstownschools.org/�
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Congratulations to the players and coaches of Pottstown Middle School 8th grade Softball Team on 
getting the season started with a big 9-8 win over Perkiomen Valley West:  The Trojans had some hot 
bats with Katelyn Clear hitting two doubles and Kenyada Wise and Bryanna Clear each with a double. 
Out in the field, Ariana Gilmore had multiple strike outs and communicated well with Jayla Carpenter 
who had multiple blocks as catcher.  Leigha Walton had a strong day in center field coming up with a 
great inning ending catch.  The players’ overall communication in the field helped to make quick, solid 
plays. 
 
Coach Jesse Trupper said, “I am Trojan Proud of our players who spend many hours after school in a 
positive activity that is helping to teach them lifelong lessons about team work, communication, 
perseverance and that hard work pays off.  We are 1-0 and looking to add to our record with solid 
play by all.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keishla Gonzalez, Leigha Walton, and 
Danielle Rubincam 

Ariana Gilmore,  
London Trout, Kenyada Wise,  

Kaela Auman, Katelyn Clear, Bryanna Clear 
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Trojan Proud of the 45 members of our middle school Boys and Girls Track Team 
These student athletes spend many after school hours preparing for competition.  Their hard work 
paid off with a double victory over Perkiomen Valley West. The boys won 82 to 46 and the girls won 
71 to 46.  Thank you to our coaches who not only teach skills but serve as role models for our 
students. Competing with pride and sportsmanship our students gave us all another reason to say, 
Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 
On the girls side: 

 Tamya Jarret won both the 100 and 200 meters.  
 Stephanie Taylor won the shot put. 
 Oralee Wilson won the 400 meter. 
 Savannah Richards won the 55 meter hurdles and the 100 meter in her weight class.  
 The girls open 4x100 team also won with a time of 58 seconds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the boys’ team: 

 Rasheen Bostic won both the 100 and 200 meters.  
 Joneil Oister won the long jump with an incredible jump of 17’10”.  
 Adam Green won the open hurdles.  
 Ian Salisbury won the 1600. 
 Devon Green won the shot put. 
 Ethan Masewicz won the high jump.  
 The boys open 4x100 team also won with a great time of 47.96 seconds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/04/pottstown-middle-school-in-winners.html�
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Trojan Proud of our Middle School Boys Track Team student athletes and coaches for an excellent 
showing at the Boy’s PAC Middle School Invitational Meet at Pottsgrove High School.   

 Rasheen Bostic won silver in the open 100 and gold in the 200 meters. 
 Joneil Oister won silver in the long jump. 
 Adam Green won bronze in the open 55 meter hurdles.   
 Malachi Jones won bronze in the 120 pound 100 meters.  
 Devon Green won bronze in the shot put.  
 Ethan Masewicz placed 5th in the 400 meters. 
 Both Derek Gephart and Ian Salisbury ran personal records in the 1600 and 800 meters.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rasheen Bostic Adam Green 
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Pottstown Middle School Art students combined their art and reading skills to help support the 
fundraising efforts of the Pottstown Regional Public Library. Read all about what they are doing and 
how you can join in the community effort in Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog. One Goal One 
Team One Town Proud to be from Pottstown! 
 
 
State Rep. Joe Ciresi, D-146th Dist., has announced that 
Pottstown School District has been awarded an 
environmental education grant.  The $3,000 grant will be 
used to support the Pottstown Powered by Nature program, 
teaching students in fourth- to sixth-grade scientific inquiry 
in environmental issues.  Read more here!  
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/04/here-are-all-artistic-chairs-for.html�
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/state-grant-boosts-environmental-education-in-pottstown/article_b6a97778-9c32-11e9-b083-3b2bb4a126ea.html�


 -52- 

ELEMENTARY 
 
The call was for a blitz, but unlike when Philadelphia Eagle’s player Chris Long is on the field no 
Rupert students were knocked to the ground.  The Chris Long Foundation partnered with the United 
Way and the Dow American Reading Company to provide each Rupert Elementary student five 
books to take home and keep for reading enjoyment.  United Way provided a red tote bag to carry the 
books.  Read all about it in Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to our student speakers and their sponsors who are featured in Mr. Evan Brandt's 
Digital Notebook Blog. 
 
 
There are two never-miss days each week at Rupert Elementary School, where a deaf and formerly 
abandoned dog serves as a loving 
therapy friend on which students have 
come to depend.  Say hello to Reggie. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/04/rupert-reading-blitz-gets-kids-reading.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/04/here-are-all-artistic-chairs-for.html�
http://sanatogapost.com/2019/05/20/rupert-therapy-dog-reggie/�
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At Franklin Elementary they literately go to the wall to show their school and community pride.  
The Franklin Mural is complete!  Started as a graduation project by Tanner Scott and Alyssa Rulli 
(Class of 2020), former Franklin principal Mr. Kevin Downes, parent Alison Scott and Friends of 
Franklin and planning of the mural began in February of 2018.  Local artist Carrie Kingsbury of 
Promised Murals was commissioned to complete the mural, which she began work on during the 
2018-2019 school year.  Local businessman Bob Gueli donated a warehouse space while the mural 
was being completed, then it was stored in the Annex building until the weather improved in the 
spring.  The mural has a vintage postcard feel, with images of Pottstown, education, and actual 
Franklin students included!  Scott and Rulli wanted to add a little something extra into the mural to 
make it interactive for the kids and to demonstrate some STEAM elements with the addition of 
modern technology.  The mural has an ABC themed ISpy game hidden in the painting with 26 small 
images that each represent a letter of the alphabet can be found somewhere on the mural.  A small 
sign was posted in front of the mural with a QR code that can be scanned with a smartphone to get 
the list of hidden images.  Now everyone who passes by Franklin will have another reason to say 
Proud to be from Pottstown. 
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Entering Barth Elementary School you will find a peaceful friendly environment.  Two of the students 
that help keep it that way are Yaileen Irizarry and Ezai Jones.  Every year, two students are chosen 
by their peers who have the qualities of a Peacemaker; respectful, courageous, and willingness to 
solve problems in a peaceful way.  This award was created in partnership with the First Presbyterian 
Church of Pottstown and presented by Pastor Kerry Pidcock-Lester.  The students received a plaque 
with their name and a $100 check.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is how a student described Ezai:  I nominate this boy for the Barth Peacemaker Award 

because he is nice, kind, and respectful. One day we were 
playing basketball and two others began to fight over one 
calling a foul. This boy came over and said, “You don’t have 
to be mad, it’s just a game. Take a couple deep breaths, 
and get back to playing.”  This boy is also helpful. When he 
saw a girl trip outside he went over to her and helped her up 
and asked if she was okay.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
A classmate gave these remarks in nominating Yaileen:  I nominate this girl for the Barth 
Peacemaker Award because she is caring. 
One time I fell and scraped my knee. Then 
she walked me to the nurse’s office and got 
me a band aid.  She is very happy too. She 
always has a positive attitude toward 
teachers and students.  She is very helpful.  
One time my friend and I got in a fight. This 
girl helped us solve the problem, and made 
things all better. 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/05/yaileen-irizarry-and-ezai-jones-are.html�
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Principals get wet and slimy! 
Sometimes it’s pie, sometimes it’s kissing a pig, and sometimes it’s just downright slimy.  Pottstown's 
elementary school principals are known for putting themselves on the line when it comes to 
encouraging their students to achieve their goals.  See for yourself! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/photos-pottstown-principals-willing-to-get-wet-and-slimy-to/article_cdec1d04-83f1-11e9-baf3-ab3b41b702fc.html�


 -56- 

YWCA Honors PSD Exceptional Girls 
Congratulations to the young ladies who were honored by the YWCA Exceptional Girls Awards. 
They represent our students' hard work and good citizenship. The honorees are building a solid 
foundation for future success and happiness.  

 Franklin 4th grader Riley Maguire and Logan Ruyak from the high school received 
The Arts Award for their ability to express self-truth through artistic expression.  

 PHS Junior Chloe Herbert was recognized for making a positive impact on the community 
through leadership, determination and ingenuity with the Community Impact Award.  

 Fifth grader Iyell Beneditch received the Health and Wellness Award for being a role 
model of healthy lifestyle.  

 The Rising Star Award for exhibiting leadership qualities and mentoring peers was awarded 
to high school student Emily Weber.  

 Eleventh grader Destiny Lepree Williams was recognized with The Shooting Start Award 
for having a strong set of personal values and mentoring others to set high personal goals. 

 Julianna Figueroa distinguished herself in athletics, academics, performing arts and 
citizenship. She was honored with the Trailblazer Award for acting as a passionate leader, 
who tears down barriers in male-dominated arenas. 

 
Remember their names; you will hear them in the future  

as they take their place as community leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2019/05/pottstown-girls-win-ywca-exceptional.html�
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YWCA Award Winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riley Maguire    Logan Ruyak    Chloe Herbert 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Iyell Beneditch   Emily Weber and Destiny Lepree Williams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julianna Figueroa 
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FALLEN TROJANS 
The Pottstown School District is proud of the members of its Trojan 

family and will honor its deceased alumni by recognizing them and their 
accomplishments in our "Fallen Trojan" section.  Anyone wishing to 

have alumni recognized should provide appropriate information to: 
John J. Armato, Director of Community Relations, 

230 Beech Street, Pottstown PA  19464 or email jarmato@pottstownsd.org. 
 

 Gary Robert Wampler - Class of 1956 - was the son of Dee and Clairis Wampler of Pottstown 
PA.  Gary, a devoted husband and father of these three daughters, 
lived his life demonstrating ingenuity, independence, perseverance 
and integrity, traits the family lives by. An eternal realist, “it is what it 
is”, words he often said, reflect that characteristic. Gary attended the 
University of Massachusetts in Lowell, after serving in the Army 
Security Agency. He worked in management positions in the field of 
manufacturing for the remainder of his career, most notably at Nashua 
Corporation, from where he retired at age 55. Together, Gary and 
Claire shared a passion for collecting and selling antiques attending 

concerts and musicals, spending time at the beach with family, and especially New Castle 
Beach with friends Charlie and Barbara. He and Claire spent much of the 25 years of his 
retirement traveling the world and enjoying their grandchildren. 
 

 Jane L. Drumheller – Class of 1979 - 57, wife of Jeffrey P. Drumheller, of Milford, PA, Born in 
Pottstown, she was the daughter of the late Richard and Jane 
(McLaughlin) Geyer.  Jane was an outstanding 3-sport athlete. She 
graduated from Kutztown University and is enshrined in their Athletic 
Hall of Fame for her accomplishments on their lacrosse team.  Those 
who knew Jane will fondly remember her for her competitive spirit, 
keen sense of humor, and zest for life. 

 
 
 

 Nancy Schmearer O'Dell - Class of 1944 - was the daughter of the late William E. Schmearer, 
Jr. and Caroline Schmearer.  She worked as a dental assistant for 
Dr. Charles Baylor during and after World War II.  Nancy met her 
husband, E. Jules O'Dell in the dental chair. They were married in 
1949.  In later years, she was a travel agent for Storb Travel Service. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Margaret (Ruch) Jacketti - Class of 1947 - was the wife of Victor J. Jacketti. Born in 
Pottstown, she was the daughter of the late Catherine (Donarski) 
DeHaven. She retired in 1993 after 28 years with ICI Americans.  She 
was a member of Saint Teresa of Calcutta Parish and the Pottstown 
Senior Center. 

mailto:jarmato@pottstownsd.org�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=gary-wampler&pid=192747148&fhid=13971�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=jane-drumheller&pid=192933312�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=nancy-schmearer-odell&pid=192996303&fhid=13034�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=margaret-jacketti-ruch&pid=193206646&fhid=13034�
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 Joyce E. Bertolet - Class of 1952 - From high school she went to work for Jacob S. Bahr & 
Son, Insurance, as a secretary, retiring in 1964 to raise a family.  
In 1975 she went to work for Zion’s U.C.C., her home church, as a 
church secretary. She retired from there in 1997. She was an avid 
reader, baker, loved doing crosswords and puttering in her garden. She 
was very active in her church, having taught in the Sunday School for 
almost 50 years.  She served on Consistory and many other boards and 
committees and enjoyed being involved with her church.  

 
 
 

 Eula M. (Beideman) Mock - Class of 1944 - was the widow of LaVerne P. Mock. Born in 
Center Square, PA, she was a daughter of the late James and Eula 
(Mason) Beidemen. She was employed by the former Sanders & 
Thomas Drafting Co., as a secretary. She was a member of 
Royersford Church of the Nazarene, where she sang in the choir, and 
played the piano for the children’s department. She also played the 
piano for the Wesleyan Church, Pottstown, and at Manatawny Manor 
for their church service and for the enjoyment of the residents. 

 
 

 Nadine Anna (Chomnuk) Yares – Class of 1980 – passed away at her home in 
Jonesborough, TN.  The family plans to make Nadine's final resting 
place the family cemetery plot in Pennsylvania where Nadine grew up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Richard "Tyke" Smith - Class of 72 - was born in Pottstown. He was an engineer with STV in 
Ewing Twp for 42 years before retiring in 2013.  He enjoyed fishing, 
rock and blues guitar music, being an Eagles Football fan and many 
sports.  He loved spending time with his family. 

 
 
 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/joyce-bertolet-obituary?pid=193362374�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=eula-mock&pid=193399381&fhid=13032�
https://www.oliveriefuneralhome.com/memorials/Smith-Richard/3924091/service-details.php�


 -60- 

 
 

FALLEN TROJAN STAFF 
 
 
 Dr. Frank D Heifer - 78, of Punta Gorda FL died in his home on May 27th, 2019 after a valiant 

battle with Parkinson’s disease. He was born in Reading PA, 
the son of Francis and Julia (Gurtowski) Heifer. He was 
educated in the Reading Public School system and went on to 
Kutztown University for his undergraduate degree and Lehigh 
University for his Masters and Doctorate in Educational 
Administration. He was Superintendent from 1991 to 2000 and 
prior to that he was an Assistant Superintendent, High School 
Assistant Principal and English Teacher in the Pottstown 
School District.  He and his wife Nancy, who was the school 
district head nurse, moved to Florida several years ago.  
Donations can be made to Dr. Frank Heifer Scholarship at 

www.foundationpottstowned.org or Foundation for Pottstown Education, Note-Dr. Heifer’s 
Scholarship, 230 Beech St., Pottstown, Pa. 19464 
 
 

 Charles “Chuck” N. Rhoads, 66, passed away on Sunday, May 12, 2019.  Born in Pottstown, 
PA, on October 19, 1952, Charles was the son of the late Nelson 
and Elizabeth (Becker) Rhoads.  Chuck was proud to serve in the 
United States Army and in the National Guard for forty years. After 
his time in the military, he worked as head custodian at Pottstown 
High School until he retired in 2018. When he was not working he 
spent his time outdoors camping, fishing, and hunting. He enjoyed 
watching sports, following politics, and trading stocks. He enjoyed 
his toys, trucks, tractors, classic cars, and rifles. Chuck loved life! 
He was always telling jokes, having fun, and making light of 
situations. He had dreams of bringing his family campground back 
to life for his children and grandchildren to enjoy. He will be 
greatly missed by all of his friends and family. 

 
 

 William Linford Baver, 87, formerly of South Coventry Twp., husband of the late Nancy 
(Weidman) Baver.  Bill was born in Saint Peters PA and was the 
son of the late Elwood and Frances (Houck) Baver.  Bill served in 
the US Army.  He was a lifelong member of Mt. Carmel United 
Methodist Church, where he taught Sunday School, served as a 
trustee, and served on the administrative board.  He was also a 
member of the South Coventry Twp. Zoning Board for over 35 
years.  Bill taught math and worked as a guidance counselor for 
39 years in the Pottstown School District.  He was also an avid 
golfer and enjoyed playing poker and pinochle. 

 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=frank-david-heifer&pid=193206644�
http://www.foundationpottstowned.org/�
https://houckgofusfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/1238/Charles-Chuck-Rhoads/obituary.html�
https://www.catagnusfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/william-linford-baver-87/�
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ALUMNI 
 

♦ PHS Grad Gianna Epps – Class of 2018 - Freshman Gianna Epps (Pottstown, PA/Pottstown) 
delivered a walk-off RBI single in the eighth against UC Davis as 
the Rider University softball team split a pair of games to open the 
Capital Classic Friday.  Rider fell to Santa Clara, 4-3, before 
defeating the Aggies, 2-1, in eight innings. With the split, the 
Broncos move to 1-13 on the year. 

 
 

 
♦ PHS Grad Logan Pennypacker – Class of 2016 - Congratulations Logan Pennypacker on 

being named Albright College Outstanding Baseball Player. You 
were an outstanding student athlete at PHS and have now taken 
your academic and athletic talents to college. Your hard work is 
paying off. Trojan Proud of you!  

 
 
 
 
 

♦ PHS Grad Mason Pennypacker – Class of 2016 - Congratulations Mason Pennypacker on 
being named N.E.A.C. Baseball Player of the Week for March 11, 
2019.  Mason is currently hitting at a .469 clip after 11 games for 
Penn State Berks. 

 
 
 
 

♦ PHS Grad Anthony Wiggins – Class of 2018 - Trojan Proud of Anthony Wiggins (Mootmoot). 
Wiggins was named to the Dean's List at Millersville University. 

He just completed his freshmen year majoring 
in Early Childhood Education. He also had an 
outstanding season as a member of the 
wrestling team.  Anyone who knows 
Mootmoot knows he lights up the room with 
his smile and positive energy.  

 
 

♦ PHS Grad Halle Robinson – Class of 2016 - Halle graduated from Montgomery County 
Community College where she earned her associates degree in Early 
Childhood Education and excelled throughout her studies. Halle is 
currently an assistant teacher in a preschool classroom and will be 
promoted to a lead teacher position.  Halle has always been an 
exemplary student and she will maintain that role as an educator! 
Our children are in great hands! 

 
 

https://gobroncs.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4842�
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We Are Pottstown …  
Stay connected with all of the friends of the Pottstown School District with this 
exclusive membership.  Learn about what is happening with the Foundation for 
Pottstown Education with the newsletter, stay connected to updates and news through 
social media, engage in networking and career opportunities at special Pottstown Pride 
Society events, and much more.  Together we will build a better community and 
continue to provide opportunities for the children of Pottstown School District.  Be sure 
to stay tuned to social media and www.foundationpottstowned.org  for the Pottstown 
Pride Society page as we grow.  We would love for you to share your successes along 
the way to help encourage those who follow you.  Together we provide opportunities 
for children of Pottstown. 

 

Pottstown Pride Society 
Yes, I’m Interested in More Info 

 
Name:           Phone Number:        
 
Email:                 
 
Address:                 
 
Graduate of Pottstown?  If so, Class of     
 
Employer:         
 
Pottstown Interests:              
                
 

 
WE ARE POTTSTOWN! 

 
Return to: Foundation for Pottstown Education 

230 Beech Street 
Pottstown, PA 19464 

 
 

Learn more about Pottstown schools: 
Visit www.pottstownschools.org and  

register for our FREE email information service. 
 
JJA\PL\Spring-Summer-2019 

http://www.foundationpottstowned.org/�
http://www.pottstownschools.com/�

