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No. 3 Cirdts of City from Fire Tower, Pottstown, Pa.

Jefferson School Streeper School M.M. Richards School

Potts Burial Ground



HIGH SCHOOL, POTTSTOWN, PA,

1891 High School — becomes junior high in 1926, burns down in 1932



1891 High School — becomes junior high in 1926, burns down in 1932



POTTSTOWN, Pa. WASBINGTON SCHOOL BUILDING.

H. A. Custer, Book, Stationery and At Store, Puttstown, Pa.

Washington School



Administration

1892 high school

Washington School

Jackson School



Washington School
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A M. H. RICHARDS PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING, POTTSTOWN, PA.

St. Paul’s UCC, now across from Franklin School, this site now a parking lot






J s g5

No. 3 Circle of City from Fire Tower, Pottstown, Pa.
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New Pottstown High School opens 1961



30. POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL, POTTSTOWN, PA. : P

Pottstown High School becomes Central Junior High School 1961-1973 (7,8,9)
Intermediate School 1973-1976 (6,7)



The annex portion of the building was
renovated in 1977 for five programs of

Pottstown High School’s vocational-
technical school.
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— AN INSIDE LOOK
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1982 school is

sold to Emmanuel
Lutheran Church

and torn down for

a parking lot.
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Franklin Elementary School

Rupert Elementary School




Lincoln Elementary School



1933

West End Elementary School

The West End Elementary School in Pottstown, PA, was
one of the first of many local schools designed by Sanders
& Thomas Associates, Sanders & Thomas' architectural
engineering subsidiary. The 12-classroom school features an
all-purpose room that was planned for maximum flexibility as
either a gymnasium or as an auditorium.
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Jefferson Elementary School closes 1980
District uses for storage and MELC until 2002,
sells for apartments in 2002 for $400,000 to
Pennrose Properties for senior apartments
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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT ENROLLMENT HISTORY 1980 THROUGH 2010
1968- 1969- 1970- 1971- 1972- 1973- 1974- 1975- 1976- 1978- 1979-

Building 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1979 1980

Barth

Edgewood 1976-1977
Franklin 6t to

Lincoln elementaries
Rupert

Elementary enroliment 2975 2899 2851 2731 2646 2177 2088 1941 2176 2091 .

| ) 7% to Jr High
ntermediate school 721 687 655

Junior High School 1142 1136 1168 1168 1177 718 700 725 619 655

High School 982 999 1020 1069 1067 1059 1006 969 1324 1266 9th to High
District-wide 4K

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 5,099 5,034 4,968 4,890 4,675 4,481 4,290 4,119 4,012

1980- 1981- 1982- 1983- 1984- 1985- 1986- 1987- 1988- 1989- 1990- 1991- 1992- 1993- 1994-

Building 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

Barth 361 38 369 364 368 379 402 361 313 304 326 327 302 350 320 1988-1989
Edgewood 282 242 253 256 253 230 269 264 253 224 252 244 250 287 295

Franklin 394 365 354 365 374 372 387 358 336 340 334 353 356 359 379 6th ¢

Lincoln 422 429 404 446 422 402 398 397 373 357 368 379 383 373 395 0
Rupert 282 276 283 285 297 301 283 277 247 241 262 263 276 279 289 Middle
Middle School 563 548 524 508 483 449 436 410 588 581 599 634 630 622 637 School

High School 1,155 1,077 1,043 969 985 919 867 809 769 687 663 655 676 689 648

District-wide 4K 159 152 179

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 3,459 3,459 3,230 3,193 3,182 3,052 3,042 2,876 2,879 2,734 2,804 2,855 3,032 3,111 3,142

1995- 1996- 1997- 1998- 1999- 2000- 2001- 2002- 2003- 2004- 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009-

Building 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000* 2001* 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 1999-2001
Barth 352 344 366 366/ 427 397 339 332 325 303 294 284 314 376 381

Edgewood 281 309 273 295 328/ 307 261 275 268 286 284 269 262 272 260 gth hack to
Franklin 384 396 415 413 439] 427 381 325 350 311 305 302 290 270 279 lementary
Lincoln 400 385 383 386 436 471 395 398 394 360 341 337 327 343 349

Rupert 313 320 284 269 306 309 249 232 234 250 262 280 271 249 268 SChf’OIS
Middle School 662 714 745 742 476| 484 754 758 744 734 721 726 679 665 618 during

High School 692 692 750 753 803 825 839 866 863 851 849 874 865 839 809 middle
District-wide 4K 166 159 164 162] 156/ 136 152 126 139 130 140 145 132 106 120 school

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 3,250 3,319 3,380 3,386 3,371 3,356 3,370 3,312 3,317 3,225 3,196 3,217 3,140 3,120 3,084 renovations
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The Pottstown Middle School is inadequate in many

to the architect hired to assess schools in the Pottstown district. For le

ways,
gymnasium and library are too small to serve the student popqdamn. and security needs to be improved.

School repairs: tens of millions

By ERIK ENGQUIST
Mercury Staff Wriler

POTTSTOWN — Pollstowns public
schools are outdated, poorly secured,
and need extensive rengvations to meet
current educational slandards and
co ly with the Americans with Dis-
s Act, an architectuiul firm has
delermmcd

Hayes Large Architects, hired by the
school board to reorganize the dustnctl

al

they're going to.”
Richard Huss, clmrman of the board's
facilitics committee, disagreed. "We're
all taxpayers,” he said. T don’t ‘want to
see my taxes go nutso either.”
He assured, “We're very cautious with
what we're thinking about doing."

first part of a
study by-the archi

POTTSTOWN, PA

(SCHOOLS from Al)
it in the buildings that you have

tod.

Oﬁcmls from the firm detailed
findings for each of the district’s
buildings at a public meeting last
week. The high school is faring
well compared to some of the
elementary buildings, while the
middle school requires the most
work, the architects said.

At the high school, security
should be addressed and Pot-
tstown Community Television op-
erations should be consolidated,
said Hayes Large's Bill Zinner.
He said the library and media
center is too confined and should

cafeteria is too small an& its

' kitchen needs new equipment,
modi-

and the auditorium needs

fication — possibly a balcony.

The middle school should be

Mercury Photo by John Strickle

Neighborhood schools endangered.

? Slaff Writer
But there's much to think about: the ——
u-.ree.phagg mssm.hu POTTSTOWN — The very existence of
1 firm 's five y schools is at
to 234 pages. One major finding was lh,al smg as the d.w i band

Pottstown schools are easily

flipside, busing costs would increase.
But the most significant change would
be that of the district’s philosophy of
early education.
“We've always pruied ourselves on

tuf its buildings,
e firm made no cost projections, but
it's clear that fixing all or most of the
tax

but not to the handicapped.
Olher problems cited: shortages of
elassroom and storage space, unders

ing its d schools concept.
The average enrollment of the elemen-

tary schools, 381 students, is substantial-

Iy less than modern zlcmcnlxry schools

[:oroblems would require a si

“1 think a lot of taxpayers are going to
upsel,” said school director Rose
l\lane Thees, “There has to be a limit to

what we do."

A.skcd if her fellow board members
wauld vote to do more construction than
Foltstown needs, she said, "I'm sure

| systems,

| systems, and i
letic facilities.

Referring to the district's

libraries and cafeterias,
shurt-liwmd
ath-

are built to
Consolidating the small schools into,
say, three larger buildings, each with a
capacity of 650 students, wwld“dmducc
a

plan, Brad Furey, Hayes Large
Architects’ director of education facility
planning, wamed, “You simply can't do

(Sec SCHOOLS on A3)

other
operating expenses.

It would also be cheaper than renovat-
ing all five elementary schools. On the

having schools,” said
school director Barry Haring, "but we
may not be able to do that tanymore).”

%at is, with the district all but com-
mitted to expanding and renovating the
middle school, it might not be able to
afford to do the same for its five elemen-
tary schools.

But at a recent school board meeting,
Haring's comment immediately raised

among his coll Both

(See CONSOLIDATION on A3)

New schools:
Hefty taxes

tronic media and students. The
science rooms at the middle
u'l,::‘uo[ are also oo small, Zinner
s

The district’s five elementary
schools were found to be
cramped, poorly secured, and
with second floors and bathrooms
inaccessible to the handicay

At Barth Elementary, the Ii-
brary ceiling is "atrocious” and
must be replaced, and elsewhere
in the building water runs down
an interior wall, Zinner stated.

hool administrators also lack
control over the main entrance,
and security is compromised by
“doors all over the place” he
said. But the fire code requires
the doors be usable, the architect
noted,

The study found the communal
rooms at Edgewcod Elementary

P
-ible."
The middle school's cafeteria is
too small and “needs to be re-
-placed. It's just not working.” said
Zinner.

He added, "This is a building
that has security problems be.
cause of the number of en-
trances.” Only the nurse is pos-
itioned to monitor the main cn
trance, which, Zinner noted,
not handieappedaceesslblc.

“'here's more, said the
architect: Many classrooms are
smaller than the modern state
standard of 660 square feet, re-
ducing formal building capacity
from 829 students to 473, The gym-
nasium is too small and should
not be-on a different floor from
the locker rooms. And storage
space is.so lacking that wrestling
mats are rolled up in front of a
fire exit. “You're really not sup-

posed to do that,” Zinner said.

He L‘alled the library's propor-
tions “unfortunate,” explaining it
is too small to accommodate
books, other elec-

3 o its too small to accommodate any
the H _school -within-a- schoul educa-

“tiomal otgh me!r momstudenr.s,makmgtheschool

K “That will bc a poor for

‘possible but not completely poss-  expansion.

Al Franklin Elementary. simi-
lar to the other elementary
schools, “You're out of room,”
Zinner said, Security is again

ised by th -

@
of administrators from the main
entrance. he added.

Rupert school was judged a
candidate for replacement. Zin-
ner called the building "fairly dif:
ficult to administer and keep con-
trol of" noting. “People can get
into the building in any number
of locations without anyone sce-
ing them.”

The architeet likened Rupert's
main entrance o a loading dock,
and said the an and music room
lacks storage space and the li

_brary and two special education .

rooms are too small.

‘The Jeiferson building, which
the district leases to several pro-
grams, “is generally pretty tired,
inside and out,” Zinner reported.
Aware that several school direc-
tors favor renovating the building
rather than constructing a new
one, Zinner added, "We're keep-
ing an open mind about the
building.

i whether changes
: 1o the elementary buildings at all.

Neighborhood schools
in town may be history

| (CONSOLIDATIUN from AL)
Judyth Zahora and Joni Breiden.

bach questioned whether parents
would approve of sacrificing the

. neighborhood schools concept for

the sake of physical improve-
ments and lower expenses,

One board member questioned
should be made

we afford it? No, we
can't” said Rose Marie Thees.
“The only dire need we have is
the middle school at this point.”
Indeed, while most of the
elememary schools are near or
above student capacity, their en-
rollments are projected to slowly
decrease over the next 10 years.
Board president Mark Lawler
predicted an influx of young fam-
tlies into Pottstown.
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™ with
these plans will mean for them.”

— lack Wolf, president,
Pottstown Borough Council,

on plans to revitalize the
Washingion Street neighborhood

Redskins
off Buccal
Full coverage as
Spart:
Pottstown, Pennsylvani;

Man accuse
in drug dea

Philly man plead
not guilty to cha:
of lying to police
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February 2007 School district administrators
and select board members visit Avon Grove

School District

Avon Grove School District
southern Chester County
67 square miles

Penn London Elementary School
K-2 877 students

Avon Grove Intermediate School
3-6 1,504 students
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Why must Pottstown’s elementary
school system change?

Owver the past few vears, vou may have heard or read in that the Pottstown School District is looking 1o
change its elementary education system. You may have questions as to why we need to consider change and
how the changes will affect your children, your community, and your taxes. The goal of this newsletier is to
educate you on the background, objectives, and altematives of this endeavor.

Pitfalls of the Current System
COur current elementary -;chmﬂ )\ln:m &.ylulcs f\r buildings, &
mg ﬁ\c

in these buildings alone costs Pottstown laxpayers more iuul ‘\ /‘
S6T0,000 per year, 3% of our total school budget. This situati ‘&‘

&

is expected 1o get worse every year until the buildings are either D
replaced or corrected through major renovation and expansion.

All five buildings are old by public education standards. The
oldest was built in 1927, and the newest in 1969, There is over- Current Configuration - 35% of students
crowding in all five buildings, with many children being taught in bussed to school

modular classrooms !4.‘ up on school property.

ration, about 353% of our studenis are bussed. Bussing is necessary not only to trans-
n whao live too far from their designated school, but also 1o meet court-mandated racial and ethnic

to serve special education needs (more than 18% of our students are special education), and to redis-
tribute students from the densely populated center of town to the five buildings on the perimeter.

How We Got To Where We Are

v Redistricting € - In 2005, the need to change our cl;mm.m building
system, the Superintendent of Schools created an Advisory (ommﬂl ¢¢ for Elementary Redistricting. This com-
mittee was comprised of parents, teachers, administrators, and community ers. The Committee studied the
issue, looking at population, geographical location, o he Committee recommended that
Pottstown change from a five building to a three b fitee did not recom-
mend which, if any, of the current schools should be maintained :md redeveloped or closed.

Discussion of a Downtown School - Concurrent with the Commitiee™s work, there was much discussion in
the press and among the Board of Education about construction of a downtown school. This idea was first sug-
gested several years ago, The School District began to look at sites near the center of town. The District needs
s such sites ideally will be used for commercial development that will
alization of the down-

to avoid using a prime commercial
increase our tax base, thereby relieving some of the residential tax burden, and spur
town retail district. Because our goal is to improve the tax base, we looked specifically for a site where prop-
ety values are currently low. offers maximum potential so we may see our investment in new bricks and
mortar create simulianeous increases in the values of property surrounding the site. All of this will improve the
tax base and reduce the burden on our overtaxed homeowners.

Selection of a Site and Center Concept - The suggestion of a site near the intersections of Chestnut and
ve that private pariners as well as the Com-
it additional investment dellars in the area
Childhood
greatest

& the downtown school project so attra
Ivania stepped forward and offered to com
ool The District quickly determined that the school should be an Earl
hvow that an early investment in education (grades K-1) pays i

Washington 5!
monwealth of
surrounding the new
Leaming Center, because studies
dividends to students and society

As we explored the benefits of an Early Childhood Leaming Center, we continued o explore options for
our -cumd gndc through fifth grade buildings. One concept that emerged was the idea of concentrating the
three b ded by the Cs apais in the | of town. Architects were
engaged to determine if a three-building campus of school “centers” could be built at the Chestnut and Wash-
inglon Streets site. The answer was ves. (Please see related article on page 2.)

on one central ca

The Opti Being Considered

Two options for Elementary Redistricting are currently under consideration:

Option A - 1. Elin three existing schools; 2. Renovate and expand two existing schools 1o serve grades
2 through nd 3. Build Early Childhood Leaming Center to serve grades K and 1

Option B - 1. Eliminate five existing schools; and 2. Build three new Centers (the Early Childhood Leamn-
ing Center for grades K and 1, a Grades 2-3 Center, and a
Grades 4-5 Center).

Both of these options will allow redevelopment of existing
school land into taxable propenty. This will improve the tax
base and take some of the burden off the backs of current hom-
eowners. For example, if the site of Lincoln School was rede-
veloped into 100 houses valued at 200,000 cach, those homes
would generate S328,000 of additional revenue for the School
District, reducing the burden on current taxpayers by that same
amount, every year. {Please see related anicle on page 2.)

Both options invelve roughly the same amount of bussing in
the carly stages of redevelopment. If Option B is selected, the
District could expect 1o see some peduction in bussing in the long term,

One Proposed conﬁuurlion - Option B, Centers
Campus - 35% of

How property taxes work:
Why Pottstown homeowners

nav cuch a hiah nrice

Fiy =z S sramgs

It’s a mystery to many. Why do Potistown
homeowners pay such high school taxes when
our District spends less per child on education
than most surrounding districts?

‘The answer is complex, but it is worth trving
1o understand. Only by und ling the way
a School District {or any public entity) gets tax
dollars to spend can you participate in the pro-
cess of reducing your own tax burden.

Property Taxes

The School Di
‘That means house
vacant land. It taxes lh:n property h:m:d on it
a5 wd value. The tax is in the form of mils.
Ome mil is equal to one-tenth of one percent of
the property \alu..

District school tax is - then your school
tax would be ST00,000 x 001 x 5 or S500.

If the property within a District is assessed
for a lot of money, ingle taxpayer has to pay
too much. Let's say Town
have 5000 taxable properties.

In Town A, the propertics have an aver-
age assessed value of 3200,000. The School
District in Town A needs S5 million to operate
per year. Based on the average property value
and the needs of the District, the average hom-
own A would pay 5 mils (5% of his
home’s value) for public education.

Town B is not as fortunate as Town A, Aver-
age property value in Town B is worth only
lzo needs S5 m
1o operate its schools. Ba
age property value and the needs of the District,
the average Town B homeowner would pay
11.8 mils (1.1%% of his home's value), more
than twice the Town A rate.
own is currently a Tow
low average property values, W

o

3. We have
also have:

|-- LT TR Y]

Alarge percentage of renters (44% of our
school students live in rental housing),

fixed incomes (an cmmmd 25% of our taxpay-
ers), and
= Ahighp e of special education stu-

Winter 2007
Project History

The Poltstown Schodl District first began bo lock at changing
our educalional syslem in 1996, when il ordened an archilec-
tural Tacilibes feasitality report on the diskic?s five dementary
buldings. What falows is a list of some of the fact finding and
information sharing actvities that have taken place since then

# Public meating held at Rupert Bementary o discuss the
1596 Facilifies Feasiblity St

# |n 2005, Schod Direclors and Adminssiralors began pre-
sentabions o parents, leachers, civic onganzalions, polential
partnars, and other interestod parties

dents, who cost on average two and a half times
more to educate than non-special education
students,

Increasing the Tax Base

The School District can reduce the burden
on homeowners two ways: It can reduce school

p by lidating five ¢l tary
schools inte three, for L\.llllpl‘.} And it can
increase its tax base,

Increasi % base involves maxi 2
the tax picce of real
property in the town. The construction of 125
new townhouses at the old Mrs. Smith's factory
site, for example, will add about $400,000 new
dollars to the district’s tax bas
al experts from University of Penn-

/| hool are curres udy-
mg the potential to expand our tax base using
the two Elementary Redistricting options. Look
for details on their findings in a future edition of
Books, Bricks & Mortar.

IT the five elementary school sites —
which currently provide no tax revenue to
the district at all — can be redeveloped into
upscale housing, the positive financial impact
on borough taxpayers has the potential to be
tremendous,

Ifat the same time we can increase the val-
ue of existing properties located in the center
of town by spurring private investment and
further public investment, Pottstown could
change from a Town B to a Town A.

Omly by working together to achieve such a
goal can we make it happen.

+ The drawings of an Early Chid-
hood Learning Center which were pubizshed in The Marcury,
pasted on Diskict website. dscussed on WPAZ and PCTV, and
aired on CN hmers program

hood Learning Canter
+ Distnict hired archibscts o explore bulding opbons regarding
the easting five elementary buldings.
+ Muflen & Lonagar Ly the
County
neghborhood recevelopment in ammunr with an Eah cnm
hood Learning Canter in the Chestrut and Washington Streets
wea
+ Presentabons were made lo Borough Counci
+ The Mercury covered exiensively B Eaty Chichood Learn-
ing Cenler propesal and the Elementary Centers concept
+ Early Chiighood Learning Center presantabans were made
1 the Chamber of Commerce Executive Board and its generdl
membership, including over 200 altendees:
# Acommillie of polenbal partners in e Eary Chidhood
Leaming Cenler was formed o dscuss confinuty of cumiculum.
+ Acommittes was formed fo apgly for a $600,000 kindergar-
ten imglementation grant
+ Supenniandant David Krem produced a video conceming the
<ommul|'\| schodls cerla\:coﬂ:wt This video wis shared

e the shatts of Il our schod dstnct
buidings and il ared on PCTV and is posted on e schoal
dstricl websile
+ The Supenintendent appointid & commission b shudy reds-
Wieting. Subsecquenty, a repert vess made fo the beard That
report was covered in The Mercury and is posted on te District
webside.
+ Mr. David Lawrence, a naonally recognized early childhood
education advocate, was inviled o Pottsiown 1o present his
wiews on eary chidhood education io schod officals, staff, and
the pubic
A putiic forum was heid to answer questions on the Early
Chilchood Learming Center and Elementary Canlers concept
The questions posed and arswers are posted on the District
wabsile.
# Ajoint task force, induding representaives of Borcugh
Councl and e school district, has met o discuss placement of
the Early Childhood Leaming Center and the redevelopment of
the Washington Neighborhood area.

and maintaining the existing

ConcepTuaL Desicn oF ELEMENTARY CENTER

Fl\re Facte About the Centers Proposal:

layout of an Elemestary
Canler would have the
Early Chithood Learning
Canlor localed across i
larga green krom adoining
Grades 2-3 and Grades
ﬂ 4-5 Certers. Maximum
4 Oficency is achioved
where facities and
$ J equipment ¢an be shared

&

schools will cost as much or more than

the situal

up and and drop-off’ points, and fa

bulldmz new centers., Keeping our cumrent buildings safe and functional is extremely costly, and
on will enly get worse as the buildings grow even older.

2. By making the current elementary school lots available to reputable developers, we could dra-
matically increase Poltstowns tax base, providing reliel to current taxpayers,

3, Net bussing costs could be the same as, or lower than, current bussing costs,

4. Student safety would be improved by a centralized sccurity design, well-planned stedent pick-
ics with modern security features and cquipment.

3, Resident homeowners in the redevelopment area could have their homes improved at little or
no cost or might have the opportunity to move into the new, quality homes that could be built on the
current clementary school sites at spesial reduced prices,

* The
ents, teachers, adminsyalors, and cancsnea aitizens o sh.ay
the issues of Eay Chidhood Education Cenler and community
schods centers concept

# The dsfrict began working with Dr. Hamis Sckdoff, Execu-
e Director for the Centers for Schodls Study Councl of B
University of Pannsylvania, lo devalop a study of the Eady
Chichood Learming Canler m Bementary Cenrs concepl.
A ¥ raport from Dr. Sokdoff

usstmcl'ces m-dscmrasnum-v@was mhllw Sﬂod
BoardinAugust 2006, That draft raport ared on PCTV and
was pasted on the Disirict website.

# Dr. Sokoloff and Dr. Ross Koppel, also of University of
Perngyvana, reporied o the Boaed in Decerber 2006 on Dr.
Skl off's final findings and Dr, Koppel's summarny of focus
Foup dscussions.

+ An upcoming wiitten survey is se 1o be ds¥ibuled ko ap-
prosamalaly 1,700 ressdents

Brigks & M
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Results of school board race will llkely

.. determme course of,smgle-campus idea

By Evan Brandt s
ebrandt@pottsmerc com

despite the fact that .the results Qf.

today’s vote hold the potential to deter-

mine the district’s direction and f01'~
 tunes for the next decade.

The question, of course, is whether 2
to retain the district’s five clementary
schools or consolidate them into a sin- -
gle campus along the Washmgton- :

] . (See SCHOOL BOARD RACE on A3)

Street corndor

While that question is not bemg
“asked of voters directly, the positions
being staked out by the two opposing
camps of candidates are so closely
identified with each choice that the
“results of the election will likely deter-
mine whether the proposal moves for-
ward. :
.. The choice is fairly simple, aIthough
; thc issues involved certainly are not.

A vote for the incumbents — Barry
Robertson, James Smock, Cathy
~Skitko, Philip Thees and Bonita

Voters say no to mega-campus

Democratic Baiict

'STOP THE
$54 MILLION |
MEGA-CAMPUS! |
VOTE FOR THE |
[NEIGH IBORHGOD[
S(“TJ{)CT S TEA M|

" Challengers overwhelm
incumbents to win seats on
Pottstown School Board

By Evan Brandt
com

POTTSTOWN — Voters swept from office
Tuesday the incumbent school board team that had
advocated closing the borough's five elementary
schools.

Instead, voled chose by a roughly 440-1 margin
the team that championed saving those schools,

Unofficial results tabulated at Republican cam-

Repubi £an Bajiot

paign headquarters showed a whopping 78 percent
of the voters favoring the challengers — Dennis
Wausnock, Julie Wilson, Michele Pargeon, Rick
Huss and Nat White.

Birectar

Pottstawn School ‘

| Pottstown Schaal

| Directer !
| e

| Dannis L Wausnock & |

(i

They handily defeated the team of oneterm
I led by Barry Robertson, James Smock,

I
Ji—— il
|

Phnhp Thees, Bonita Barnhill and Cathy Skitko.

|lMun|h|¢|l iJ

| Mot 0. White o ]

[ =
| Julia Wilson |

Both teams “cross-filed” for both the Republican
and the Dtmocrullc line on the November ballot.

Pottstown School Board challenger
Michele Pargeon, above, greets voters
in front of a sign telling voters to stop
the $54 millien proposed mega cam-
pus in Pottstown, At right, the five chal-
lengers celebrate their victory. From
left are Richard Huss, Julla Wilson, Nat
‘White, Dennis Wausnock and Michele
Pargeon smile and talk about the
favorable results as they come in.

Daniel P. Creighton/The Mercury

3 The ch ' overwhelming majority on both
Hevin Hoffman/The MercUy  pajior lines makes the November e]Jmmyn a fore-
gone conclusion,

“T got fired, I understand that,” Robertson said
from his home after the results had become obvi

ous.

“Of all the elections I've been in, this is the most
exciting,” said Huss, a former school board mem-
ber who “came out of retirement because the issue
meant so much to me” to run for a fourth time.

_:ilt was exciting because the people spoke,” Huss
said.

What they spoke about was the rejection of the
{See POTTSTOWN SCHOOL BOARD om A%)
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School board

will fix-up
four schools

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — The number is four. .
That is the number of elementary schoolsa dmdc_d
school board decided Thursday that Pottstown will
renovate and expand. B
LThc deciding vote in the 54 decision was cast by
school board member Robert Hartman, \_vho pauscd
for a full two or three minutes before casting his vote.
Of course the next obvious question — which
school will be closed? — was left to a subsequent
board meeting.

However after the Wi“ new

meeting, Hartman

said that very ques- elementary

tion was crucial 10

his decision. schools be
“All the previous i 9

studies have pretty green. {4

much  concluded See more on

that Lincoln and

pottsmerc.com at
Evan Brandt's blog

Franklin are the
ones we would keep
no matter how many

buildings we have,” .

Hartman said. “““- GREEM l“E
Hartman has \_/

argued that Rupert's ;

location, amid a ] ]

heavily populated residential area, makes it an ob-

vious choice for elementary school, even if the old

building is torn down. )
Should his argument prevail, a three-school option

would haye meant closing Edgewood and Barth,

Hartman reasoned. ‘ -
And he said he did not feel right al_mul depriving

the neighborhood served by Barth of its much-need-

ed stabilizing presence. ) 5 s
“When you consider the requirements We e under

(See SCHOOL FIX-UP on A3)

School board will fix up four schools
% *Wf@ s “’1 ey A

(SCHOOLS FIX-UT from A1)

from No Child Left Behind and how the
test scores might change from those Kids
not being close to their school, 1 just
can't see closing that school,” Hartman
said.

The first motion, which was to keep
five schools and was not made until 10
p.m,, failed by a 4-5 vote, with Hartman
joining Board Vice President Michele
Pargeon and members Judyth Zahora,
Edwin Edwards, and Amy Bathurst-
Francis in opposing the renovation of all
five.

But when a motion was made to fix
four, Hartman switched, joining Board
President Rick Huss and members Nat
White, Julia Wilson and Dennis Waus-
nock, who had all voted for five as well.

Edwards, Pargeon and Zahora made
no attempt to hide their dismay at the de-
cision.

“I'm pretty disappointed by the vote,”
said Edwards. “This was not a fiscally re-
sponsible decision you guys made to-
night.”

“I agree,” said Zahora. “] don't think it
was good for the taxpayers, but the board
has spoken and we will move forward.
That's the way it works.”

“I think the fiscal and educational ram-
ifications will be great,” said Pargeon.
“It's not much improvement with four or
five schools.”

That was certainly the feeling ex-
pressed by two former school board
members — Robert Morgan and Philip
Thees —who both spoke twice before the
vote, urging the board to exercise fiscal
restraint.

Morgan said the financial collapse on
Wall Street will have far-reaching ramifi-
cations, including higher costs to make
employee pensions whole and less as-
sessed value in town from which to draw
tax dollars.

“This is not the time to take on any
more debt than you absolutely have to,”

cent meeting, meaning one school,
will not be updated.

he said.

Thees, who was among the previous
board majority voted out of office on the
heels of their support for a proposal to
close all five schools and built a single
campus downtown, quipped “one school
sounds better to me all the time just on
an economic basis.”

An  analysis performed earlier this
month and presented by Business Man-
ager Linda Adams predicts the cost of
renovating four schools will cost be-
tween $46 million and $50 million, de-
pending on whether the board decides to
build additional classrooms to allow for
smaller class size — another decision the
board put off until a later meeting.

The impact of this decision, again de-
pending on the class size question, on the
average taxpayer ranges from an addi-
tional $940 1o $1,400 over the first five
years after the money is borrowed, ac-
cording to her analysis. ;

Thees predicted that between delays,
change orders and the ever<escalating
cost of building materials, the cost could

Mercury Flle Photo -
The Pottstown School Board voted to renovate four of its schools at a re-

possibly Rupert Elementary, above,

go as high as $71 million.

But the cost estimates are based on the
idea that the district would decide on
every extra, said Hal Hart of the architec-
ture firm of Crabtree & Rohrbaugh who
provided the estimates on which Adams’
estimate was based.

“It's a worst<ase scenario, as i we
were building a Taj Mahal,” said Ed-
wards, who has a background in con-
struction.

Hart said it’s easier to take things away
than to add them, noting that over the
months he would work with the board to
whittle the costs down as the board sees
fit.

The vote moves the longsimmering
issue of how many clementary schools
one step closer to conclusions, although
many steps still remain.

Kathy Marchek, representing the
Pottstown Federation of Teachers,
thanked the board for making a decision.

The next board meeting at which pub-
lic comment will be accepted is Thurs-
day, Nov. 13.
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Monday, November 3, 2008

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pot €.com

POTTSTOWN — Remember just two weeks ago

when the school board voted to renovate and ex-
pand four out of Polistown's five elementary
schools? Well, now they're not so sure they made
the right decision.
"It was a bad vote, made without thoroughly dis-
cussing the impacts,” said board member Amy
Bathurst-Francis.

It was with those impacts in hand that board

For Home Delivery, call 610-970-4500

Pottstown school board backtracking on renovation plan

member Edwin Edwards pleaded with his peers to
revisit their most recent vole. :

Both Edwards and Bathurst-Francis voted against
the fourschool option.
. Not considered when the board voted 54 to
choose the four-school option was the added opera-
tional costs, said Edwards, who asked Business
Manager Linda Adams to make up a spreadsheet
on the subject, which he subsequently shared with
his fellow board members.

“We never knew there was going to be additional
stalf and salaries” with the fourschool option, Bath-

urst-Francis said. “The taxpayers need us (o con-
sider all these things."

Superintendent David Krem explained that with
five smaller schools, certain stall members, such as
art teachers, can be split among two schools,

"But when you have four buildings, you have four
just big enough to require one (art) teacher in each
school,” Krem said.

“I'm confused about how a decision could be
made on a plan with so little information,” Bathurst-
Francis said. “We should have had a more thorough
discussion of four schools because it will drastically

Pottstown, Pennsylvania

impact our community financially,”

The cost spreadsheet, which Edwards provided to
The Mercury, shows a tax hike of nearly $3,700 for
a homeowner with an $80,000 assessment, the dis-
trict average, by 2013, when the cost of the con-
struction is combined with the additional operating
cosls,

According o an earlier calculation by Adams, the
impact on the average taxpayer of the construction
costs for four schools would have been between
$940 to $1,400 over the next five years. That figure,

(See POTTSTOWN SCHOOLS on AS)
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6 IN POTTSTOWN

School plan dropped,
for new; alternative |

PO‘ITSTOWN In a table-poundmg

tirnarotind, the’ Pottstown ~School | |
‘Board voted 6-2 Thusday to ditch' its
previous decision to renovate four of the .

five “current elementary’ schools- and

- strike out ‘on ‘a completely different -

course.
. ‘The board ‘decided Edgewood Ele-
memary School will become an “early

““childhood: learning qenter housing all
~the “district’s pre-K and’ kindergarten
_classes.

The remaining grades will be taught in
two schools — Lincolrt and Franklin —
that will be renovated and expanded. -

Further, the board decided, it will

close the current administration building
on Beech Street and-the annex building
on Franklin Street. Those offices will be
moved into one of the two remaining ele-

mentary schools, which will also be ren-'

ovated to house the district’s alternative
education program, which is currem.ly
held at night.

The reversal came in the wake-of yet

— is you spend ho money

five would cost, was a sohenng expe-

“The WO'r's't‘-case-"s‘c' '

Edgewood and havean -
earlyreducati'oh'pr'ogram."

) — David Krem
Supertntendent Rottstown
T schools_-

another analysis by the d'istn'c_t's archi
tect. This latest, an analysis of how much!
“bare bones” maintenance work on all

rience for the board. .

Conducted by Hal Hart of Crabtree
Rohrbaugh, the architect’s analysu hac[
a $30 million price tag. '

Part of the problem, Hart sald is that -
the state will not réeimburse a school dis!
trict for a construction proj'ect'and_allow.
them to keep modular classrooms on
site. So in order to.do basic repairs on

‘the buﬂdmgs. ‘the dlstnct ‘would, at a

(See SCHOOLS PLAN on A3)
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By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN = Eleven of 12 speakers
spoke out Thursday against the Pottstown
School District’s plans to consolidate ele-
mentary education into three schools and
convert Edgewood Elementary into an
early childhood leaming center.

And, in a turn of events that was unex-
pected but not unprecedented for this
school board, it looked like they might
gel their wish,

The majority of the speakers were par-
ents of Edgewood students, while two
were parents of Barth Elementary stu-
dents.

Parents from both schools, which both
bus about half their students to school,
spoke of how important those schools
were to their neighborhood and their
children.

Under the current proposal, Barth is
being considered as a new administra-
tion building and would no longer be a
school building.

However, the current proposal may
not remain current for long.

Toward the end of the board meeting,
five members forced a vote that will put
the matter of how many elementdry
schools the district will maintain back
onto the table at a meeting next month,

Board member Nat White made a mo-
tion, seconded by Rick Huss, to return to
the fourschool configuration adopted
three months ago by the board. One
month later, a 6-2 vote ditched that plan
in the face of a $50 million price tag.

Instead, the board opted for the cur-
rent option, which the district's architect

has estimated to cost $23 million.

However, White's motion was side-
lined by procedural questions about
whether the board could vote on a matter
that was not on the agenda.

School Board Solicitor Stephen Kalis
said it was up to the board president, Ju-
dyth Zahora, to determine if the matter
could be added to the agenda for the next
board meeting in February.

Although she opposed it, Zahora said
she had pledged when elected board
president to be ruled by the majority and
five board members then voted to take
the matter up yet again at the board’s
next committee of the whole meeting on
Feb. 5.

White and Huss were subsequently
joined by board Vice President Robert
Hartman and members Julia Wilson and
Dennis Wnusnock in supporung the mo-
tion.

Zahora, who called Whltcs motion

“an unbelievable waste of time,” said she
was disappoimed with the turn of
events.”

Superintendent D.md Krem noted
that on the very same evening as that
vote, the district’s architects, who have
already drawn up plans for expanding
Franklin and Lincoln schools to accom-
modate larger student populations, were
before the borough’s planning commis-
sion.

“You're well into PlanCon,” he said, in
reference to the state procedure for
school construction projects. “You've
encumbered costs.”

“Once we've made a decision that
starts spending money, we should go for-
ward with that decision,” said Zahora.

| m-m T

“We can't continue to make a decision
and then turn around and make a differ-
ent one. If we can't make a decision and
stick with it, that to me, is the sign of an
ineffective board.”

“You've heard the outery of the com-
munity here tonight,” said White.

“We can’t keep making new decisions
every time someone comes to talk to the
board,” Zahora said.

But those who came to speak to the
board felt differently and applauded at
the outcome of the vote.

Angela Alberto said converting Edge-
wood to an carly learning center is “not
in the best interests of our students.
You're hurting our kids' education and
they will lose the personal attention they
need” in a larger school, she said.

Kia Bennett, president of the school’s

John Strickler/The Mercury
The Pottstown School Board, which had voted to turn Edgewood Elemen-
tary Into an early childhood leaming center, could reverse that decision
next month after the issue was put back on the table.

volunteer organization, said the board
had done enough to inform parents.

“You have flipflopped with this deci-
sion; when do you inform the parents?”
she asked, further noting that “we were
the ones who voted you in. We can vote
you out.”

A petition with nearly 50 signatures
has been circulited via the Internet, she
said, noting that it is signed by those who
are “deeply opposed to what you're
doing to our school.”

Sharon Fowler said the change would
be a “big disaster,” noting, “It's a proven
fact that children in small schools get a
better education.”

Maia Bursey of Myrtle Street told the
board that Barth helps to stabilize the
Bright Hope neighborhood. Barth's
proximity to the subsidized housing

project “helps because it's a school
zone,” she said. “If you take Barth away
from Bright Hope, crime will increase.”

Gwendolyn Swinehart, who has two
children at Barth, said “uprooting these
children will do damage to these children
that we as parents will not be able to re:
pair, and I think it's a disgrace.”

She added that the nation had just par-
ticipated in the swearing in of President!
Barack Obama “and his big thing is to
further education. You're taking away
what the president wants to give us. As
Americans, you're not showing the pres-
ident support. I hope you didn't vote for
Barack Obama.”

Former school board member Robert
Morgan was the one speaker to take to the |
floor in support of the board’s three-
school option, saying, “Obviously, it is the
best thing for the students because it gives
the district enormous flexibility and will
stabilize taxes to be as low as they can be.”

He said the establishment of an early
learning center “is an outstanding oppor-
tunity for economic growth, I'm just
sorry the board has to take the criticism
from Mr. (Tom) Hylton,” he said in ref-
erence lo paid advertisements that have
been published en The Mercury's editori-
al page.

The potential for the board to reverse
course yel again on the clementary
schools leaves in limbo personnel
changes that were announced Thursday
night — primarily, Barth Principal Robert
Giering's new position as principal of the
Edgewood Early Learning Center and
Edgewood Principal Angela Tuck's new |
position as principal at Barth, both effec- |
tive July 1.
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By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@potismerc.com

POTTSTOWN — The school board
reversed course for the third time Thurs-
day, rescinding with a 54 vole ils No-
vember decision to consolidate elemen-
tary education into three buildings and
returned to the concept of keeping all
five elementary schools.

The vote came near the end of a vol-
atile four-hour meeting in the auditori-
um of Pottstown Middle School which
filled with roughly 200 people passion-
ate, judging by the tenor of the 41 public
speakers, both about keeping five ele-
mentary schools as well as the consoli-
dation plan.

Both sides laid claim to their favored
course of action as being for the benefit
of both the borough’s school children
and its overburdened taxpayers.

Dominating the public's participation
was a red-shirted contingent of parents
whose children attend Edgewood Ele-
mentary School and who have only late-
ly entered a debate which School Board
President Judyth Zahora observed has
been going on for some 12 years now.

With little variation, those parents op-
posed the conversion of Edgewood into
an early learning center and argued for
keeping it in its current configuration of
a pre-K to grade five facility.

Several individuals, primarily among

- the contingent supporting the consolida-

tion option, took specific aim at activist,
author and tentative school board candi-
date Tom Hylton, whom they accused
of overly influencing some school
board members and working against
Potistown's future: ==

Hylton, for his own part, drew ap-
plause from the Edgewood contingent
when he offered comments designed to
imply that the district’s administration
had pursued the early learning center
option with a focus that ignored the re-
sults of the last election in which five
candidates pledging to save all five
schools were overwhelmingly elected.

And, when the time came for the

A Pulitzer Prize-Winning Newspape

\

Serving Montgomery, Chester, and Berks Counties

Courtney Douglas of North Evans Street
addresses the Pottstown School Board,

Edgewood Elementary, achnol a.uppo
g{slr ttad T-shirts, Standing'Is Denise Rubach of East High
ree

board members themselves 1o speak, it
was impossible to miss the sniping tone
and veiled accusations that preceded the
split vote.

“You need to deflate your egos and
think about the children, not your
selves,” said North Adams Street res-
ident David Wallace, who supporied

‘showed up'sporting  Lisa_ Sq:haua, tm distrl
transportation supporled

option. -

keeping Edgewood as a K-5 school.

“If something is not broken, why
change it?" asked Edgewood parent De-
nise Rubach, a resident of East High
Street. “Edgewood is a school that
works.”

‘South Hills Boulevard resident and
Edgewood parent Angela Alberto called

Photos by Kevin Hoﬁman/l’hs Marcury

Pottstown School Board members listen lo residents’ com-
ments at ‘I‘hursday night's meeting.

supervisor of -
three-school

the plan to convert her son's school to
an early learning center “absolutely ludi-
crous.” She disputed Zahora's previous
characterization as "an inconvenience”
of the changes it would mean for Edge-
wood families. “This is not inconven-
ience, this is total chaos.”

(See SCHOOLS on A3)
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Kevin Hoffman/The Mercury

1e Owen J. Roberis High School to
for the highly contested school

(IOMEN VALLEY

rs bid
-bye to
n jobs

By Mercury staff

i

<omen Valley School District were on
ix reform Tuesday, as a referendum to
tional assessment tax was on the way to
sction returns.

'0 you favor eliminating the Perkiomen
fet’s Occupational Assessment Tax by
1e neutral action of increasing the rate of
1o & maximum 0.9%? — had 1,457 yes
es with six of the district’s 12 precincts

ville, Trappe, Schwenksville and Lower
: and Perkiomen townships had the ref-
ical ballot.

‘s occupation tax has been criticized for
cd on the category of ther job regardless
ome, In 2001, a ballot referendum failed

m M)

Zahora losing
seat to Weand

By Evan Brandt
ebrandi@poltsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — The three
“H's" did it again, and threw a
“W" into the mix as well.

The three candidates whose
last names begin with the letter H
— Valerie Harris, Robert Hart-
man Jr. and Thomas Hylton —
who won both Republican and
Democratic lines in the spring
primary, repeated their success
in the general election Tuesday
night.

The real battle was for the
fourth seat and was between in-
cumbent School Board President
Judyth Zahora, 49, who ran on
the Republican line, and chal-
lenger Polly Weand, 59, who
won the Democratic line in the
primary.

The fourth seat was won by
Weand, according to unofficial

(See SCHOOL BOARD on A3)

Pottstown School Board candidate winners Valerle Harris, left, and Thomas Hylton, right,
look at results as Dan Price tabulates results at the Elks Lodge on High Street.

Phoenixville man killed in East Vincent crash

By Brandie Kessler
bkessler@poltsmerc.com

EAST VINCENT — A Phoenixville man was
killed in & one-vehicle crash on Route 724 in the
area of Stony Run Road around 11:30 p.m.
Monday, officials confirmed Tuesday.

The man, the driver and sole oceupant of the

vehicle, wasidentified by Chester County Coro-
ner Dr, Robert O. Satriale as Eric J. Smith, 26,
of the 200 block of Gay Street, Phoenixville.
Satriale said Smith was ftraveling west on
Route 724 in the area of Stony Run Road when
it appears he lost control of his vehicle. Satriale
said an autopsy performed Tuesday night re-
vealed the cause of death was head injuries. Sa-

trinle said the manner of death has been ruled
accidental.

East Vincent Police responded to the crash and
handled the investigation. However, the investi-
gating officer could not be reached Tuesday.

Smith was transported to Phoenixville Hospi-
tal by Phoenixville Ambulance where he died,
officials said.
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Board president
changes course
on schools’ plan |

Z-2010

ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

By Evan Brandt

" wanted to hear, that he will be

Board president responds to protesters

g o
Huss fo form task force
on school renovation -

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — PottstownSchool
Board President Rick Huss might have
been a bit surprised when he looked out
his front window Wednesday morming.

‘What he saw was a handful of protest-
ers opposed to what they see as a rush to
judgment on how to renovate the bor-
ough's five elementary schools.

And so Huss told them what they

School Board Presid

ing the formation of a task force at to-
night's school board meeting.

That task force, which will examine
the future of the elementary schools, will
include school board members,
members of the administration, teachers
and members of the community.

“I'm really glad to hear that," said pro-

Photo by Tom Kelly ill

t Rick Huss, left, greets picketers from

Pottstnwn Code Blue who were picketing in front of his house Wednesday

tester Amy Francis, who was among the
protesters and is a member of the school
board watchdog group called Code Blue.

“That is exactly. what we wanted to

" hear,” she sad.

The meeting was already shaping up to

Go to
www pottsmsrcmrn

- eo of the
VIDEO aumfmtof
ONLINE Rick Huss' house.

POTTSTOWN — Pottstown School Board President Rick
Huss announced Thursday that he will appoint a task force to
examine the question of what to do with the district’s five ele-
mentary schools and that the results of its deliberations may
not break ground “for two or three years."

Huss did not name the members of the task force, al-
though he promised it would include representatives
from the teachers union, the board, the administration

and the community at large.

He also said he had a specific person in mind “who has
nothing to do with the Pottstown School District,” but
he declined to identify that person “until I've had a

chance to talk to him." *
(See POTTSTOWN on A3)

be a humdinger, although you might not
have known it from looking at the agenda.
In addition to Huss’s

This report grew out of the March 2 rev-
elation that school board member Thom-
as Hylton had met with the two other
members of the Neighborhood Schools
Committee he chairs to discuss a propos-
al he formally made public later.

Hylton does not deny the meeting and
said it is not a violation of the state's

which is not on the agenda, is an item in
which district Solicitor Stephen Kalis

- will report on récent questions about the

“Sunshine Law.”

open i law, often called the
“Sunshine Law," because the three
members of his committee do not com-
prise a quorum of the school board.

(See POTTSTOWN on Ad)

L

Kevin Hoffman/The Mercury

Pottstown Schnol Board President Rick I-Iuss addresses the crowd at Thursday night’s meeting.
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Task force
recommends
3-school plan

By Phil Ellingsworth Jr.
pellingsworth@poltsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — A task force studying
the future of Pottstown schools made its
long-awaited recommendation to the
school board Tuesday, backing a scenario
that moves toward a threeclementary-
school approach and possibly shutters
others in order to fix the district’s aging fa-
cilities.

(See SCHOOLS on Ad)

Enlarge
Barth
Lincoln
Edgewood

Close Rupert, Franklin

a'since 19351

— N— ving the Tri-County Are
NFL OWNERS OK DEAL; WAIT i 3
ON PLAYERS VOTE — B1 Friday, July 22, 2011 * Pottstown PA / 75¢

HALL-BOUND GILLICK'S IMPRINT
REMAINS ON PHILS — B1

BOARD VOTES TO KEEP 5 SCHOOLS

5-4 majority
rejects motion to
put borrowing
on the ballot

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@poltsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — Setting aside a
year's worth of deliberation by the pres-
ident’s task force, the Pottstown
School Board Thursday night voted 54
to renovate all five elementary schools.

The vote was one among many as the
divided board offered motions and
counter-motions in an effort to control
the future direction
of the elementary
school projects.

First up was a
motion, made by

School Board Pres- Vl DEO
ident Rick Huss, to ONLINE
accept the task

force’s recommenda-

tion to close Rupert and Franklin ele-
mentary schools and expand and ren-
ovate the remaining three,

Since last March, the -30-0dd-
member task force has been meeting
with administrators and visiting
schools in an effort to craft a solution
to this 14-year-old debate.

There was no clear consensus at the
end of the task force's deliberations
and they used weighted voting = with
first second and third choices getting
decreasing weight in a count — to arrive

_ (See SCHOOLS on A3)
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John Strickler/The Mercury
Pottstown School board winners
are left to right, Judyth Zahora,
Beth Lydon and Andrew Kefer.

New and old
facestoserve

on Pottstown
School Board

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — A split result Tues-
day put three Democratic candidates
and two Republicans on the Pottstown
School Board.

Former incumbent Judyth Zahora, run-
ning on the Democratic

the five open seats.

Incumbent Dennis Wausnock and
W. Ronald Williams, both of whom
won both Republican and Democratic
ballot lines in the spring primary, easily
took the other two seats.

According to unofficial results calcu-
lated at Republican headquarters at
Cutillo’s, Williams was the top vote-
getter with 2,203 votes, closely followed
by Wausnock, who got 2,185.

(See SCHOOL BOARD on Ad)
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Board takes another look
at oth,-':r school options

» 2-7.. = ll/
By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — Just
when you thought the
Pottstown School Board
had finally settled on what
to do with its elemen-

. tary schools, a new set of

seven options has been

| presented which may re-

sult in the board altering
course once again.

- Although  presented
with newer and more de-
tailed estimates, the op-
tions presented will seem
familiar to those who
have been following this
story for the past 14-plus
years.

\_In many ways, it is re-
ally only four options, one
set which has the district
building 15 new class-
rooms, and one without
building 15 new class-
rooms.

In every option but
the one in which all five
schools are renovated, the
current Rupert Elementa-
ry School building would
be closed.

The newly considered
options are:

* Three schools, clos
ing Franklin and Rupert;

* Three schools, clos
ing Franklin and Edge
wood and building a
brand-new Rupert;

« Four schools, closing
Rupert;

« Renovating all five
elementary schools.

At the heart of the dis-
cussion is the fact that no
matter which option..is
chosen, the use of state
reimbursement  money
requires that the district
get rid of the 20 modular

Please sece SCHOOL
PROPOSALS on Ad
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POTTSTOWN
Board nears vote on four-school
elementary plan, closing Edgewood

:,1 N E?'a L 2

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — The school
board fell one vote short Thurs-
day of making a decision on refur-
bishing and, perhaps, expanding
its elementary schools.

As part of another presenta-
tion on options, the administra-
tion formally recommended the
board vote to close Edgewood
Elementary School and build
enough additional classrooms
on the four remaining schools to
prevent the need for putting the
fifth grade into the middle school,
which is currently under-capacity.

The administration explored
the option of moving the fifth
grade into the middle school and
showed the board how it could be
done, but instead appeared to fa-
vor moving administrative offices
into the high school and the mid-
dle school and shutting down the
administration building at Beech
and Penn streets, which needs a
new roof.

John Strickler/The Mercury
View of Edgewood
Elementary School.

After some discussion, Board
Vice President Robert Hartman
Jr. made a motion to follow the
administration’s  recommenda-
tion, but a motion by board mem-
ber Thomas Hylton to table a vote
until the next meeting, Feb. 16,
was carried by a 54 vote.

Voting in favor of the delay
were Hylton, Valerie Harris, An-
drew Kefer, Dennis Wausnock
and Ron Williams. Opposed to
the delay were Hartman, who
waited a long time before voting
no, Mary-Beth Lydon, Polly We-

Please see SCHOOLS on AS
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February 2012

Board votes to close Ed

¢.- -,’ L?\f

By Evan Erandi
ebrandl@polismerc.com

POTTSTOV/VN — Facing a
decision- Superintendent Reed
‘as “gut
wrenching,” the school board
voted 8-1 Thursday night to ‘close
and explore the sale or lease of
Fdgewood Elementary School,

to redistrict attendance areas in
the borough accordingly, and
to move the fifth grade into the
middle school.

School board member Valerie
Harris cast the sole vote against
the motion, which was made at
the beginning of the meeting, but
was not voted on until almost
three hours later.

LB
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In between, a line of parents,
residents and students spoke
out against the move, saying it
is wrong for their children and
wrong for the taxpayers.

“I would not have moved into
this district if I was not going to
send my children to Edgewood,”
Katrina Blakey-Bearden, wearing
a red shirt worn by Edgewood

parents as a sign of sohdarlty,
told the board.

“I understand you're thmkmg
about closing Edgewood school,
I wish you wouldn’t. We're a fam-
ily,” said third grader Nicole Ru-
bach. “I do not want to go to an-
other school for fourth and fifth
grade.” '

The directive to move all Pott-

sewood over parents’ protests

stown fifth grade students into
Pottstown Middle School will
not occur prior to the 2013-14
school year in order to give the
administration time to plan for
the transition.

That element of the plan also
drew criticism.

Please see EDGEWOOD on A3



Lindley resigns as Pottstown schools chief

T2)-
By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

reasons” for his decision.
Following a 30-minute
closed-door executive session
POTTSTOWN — Reed Lindley at the opening of the meet-
stunned the school board and the com- ing, a somberfaced school
munity Thursday night by resigning as su- board returned to the meet-
perintendent, effective immediately. ing room and unanimously
Lindley, who was not present for the regu-  accepted his resignation.
lar board meeting, submitted his letter of res- The resignation comes on
ignation to the board, citing only “personal  the heels of community outrage

over a threchour assembly at Pottstown
High School in which a speaker extolling
the virtues of entrepreneurship also chal-
lenged students to sell coffee to compete for
an ipad.

The speaker, K.J. Andrews, uses materi-
als from the Napoleon Hill Foundation and
the “Think and Grow Rich” books from
the foundation were to be distributed to

each high school student, and study groups .

setup, at a cost 10 taxpayers of $28,000.

It is unclear if the concerns raised
about this assembly and Lindley’s abrupt
resignation are directly related.

School Board Solicitor Stephen Kalis
told The Mercury the board decided to
release Lindley from any “prior notice”
provisions of his contract, which was set

Please see LINDLEY on A4
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Edgeveond Elementary emplied as
Rupert readies for Monday opening

ErEmoksodr
gheireded in. Toeimr

PETTETSEH B TER poargee el
maniary beilding io Toitrboen
wor fnally pai dnks macdhballe
Frimy am Ev coorieods ears
reoved seTear foace Ba ke dlre
Ericir oldeni balding, which
Ie The Fraal wesgme a2l searilng &
e e e e lafzik rchool obe

Owlinm Wideow of Fricas’s
L= BEAR E g = SRR

cinreatad and expmraded

Brpari Elhreeotary Schaeld —
oumed for Wiklam Whitckesd
Broperi Foixicsary et chech
repericimdeat — will offcially
re-cpan iy ookl Mree-
duy shout iwo masthe sffar it
W EEppoeed k.




8
& W ” Lincoln
e 87, Elemer
& ¥ Schoo
/.0 b’i&r @9’ .
F: A
/ A o ’%’G» .é\\‘y K7 5
o o
Eﬁza 1 Barth .,5? 3

Elemenialy School

A 2 tstown &
& St #Pottstown
& 5 eSchool “gapigr High
,ﬁ ' Sl:hl:mlg \\&‘i’;\
& C
= =

RYAN 5T =

Greenway

2014

3,300 students

QES ’A/

WINDING RD

=0
@g Pottstown Parks

S‘rc::.\l:f"'“ir

# i

3200 NomF




2000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
President Lawler Lawler Lawler Lawler/Robertson Robertson Robertson Robertson
2 Haring Haring Haring Haring/Smock Smock Smock Smock
3 Mock Mock Mock Zahora/Thees Thees Thees Thees
4 Tinucci Tinucci Tinucci /Thomas Thomas Thomas/Skitko Skitko
5 Zahora Zahora Zahora Mauras Mauras Mauras/Francis Francis
6 Deegan Deegan Deegan Huss Huss Huss/Zahora Edwards
7 Huss Huss Huss /Barnhill Barnhill Barnhill Barnhill
8 Morgan Morgan Morgan Morgan Morgan Morgan/Edwards Zahora
9 Oister/Hartman Hartman Hartman Hartman Hartman Hartman Hartman
Georeno Georeno Georeno Georeno Georeno Georeno/Krem Krem
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
President Robertson/Huss Huss Zahora/Huss Huss Huss/Zahora Zahora Zahora
2 Smock/Wausnock | Wausnock Hartman Hartman Hartman Hartman Hartman/Stilwell
3 Thees/White White White White White/Bacallao Bacallao Bacallao
4 Skitko/Pargeon Wilson Wilson Wilson Wilson/Kefer Kefer Kefer
5 Edwards Pargeon Pargeon Pargeon Pargeon/Williams | Williams Williams
6 Barnhill/Wilson Edwards Wausnock Wausnock Wausnock Wausnock Wausnock
7 Zahora Zahora Edwards/Harris Harris Harris Harris /Francis Francis
8 Francis Francis Francis/Weand Weand Weand Weand Weand
9 Hartman Hartman Zahora/Hylton Hylton Hylton Hylton Hylton
Krem Krem Krem Krem/Lindley Lindley Lindley Sparagana
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
President Zahora Zahora/Stilwell Stilwell Francis Francis Francis Francis
2 Kefer Kefer Kefer/Lawrence Wilkerson Wilkerson Hylton Hylton
3 Bacallao Bacallao/Heidel Heidel Heidel Heidel Heidel Kline
4 Stilwell Wilkerson Wilkerson Lawrence Lawrence Lawrence Lawrence
5 Williams Williams Williams Williams Williams Stilwell Johnson
6 Wausnock/Bearden | Bearden Bearden Bearden Bearden Bearden Bearden
7 Francis Francis Francis Stilwell/Armato Armato Armato Armato
8 Weand Weand Weand Weand/Rose Rose Rose Rose
9 Hylton Hylton Hylton Hylton/Barnhill Barnhill Barnhill Barnhill
Sparagana Sparagana Sparagana Sparagana/Rodriguez | Rodriguez Rodriguez Rodriguez to
6/2021




